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CHAPTER 12

Common Barriers in One High School in the 
Further Education Training (FET) Phase: 
Looking at the Past Gaining in the Future

Mark FRANK 
Sivakumar SIVASUBRAMANIAM1

INTRODUCTION: LOOKING AT THE PAST GAINING IN  
THE FUTURE

At the outset, we wish to discuss the educational values and innovative measures 
that necessitate our conducting this study in conjunction with common barriers. 
Darling-Hammond (1995, p. 1-16) contends that an understanding of learners 
and learning is the most neglected aspect of teacher preparation. Furthermo-
re, preparing teachers for diverse contexts remains an urgent global challenge 
(Zumwalt & Craig, 2005). Therefore, we intend to highlight some common bar-
riers found in the FET Phase in a South African context.

The South African education system experienced major change. One reason 
that sparked this change was the fact that out of the 148 countries included in 
the annually published Global Competitiveness Report, South Africa was ranked 
146th for the quality of its higher education and 133rd for the quality of its prima-
ry education (GC Report, 2013-2014). South Africa has great strength in the mul-
tiplicity of its people. The sheer vibrancy of this multiplicity provides stimulating 
possibilities to create a great incubator of social capital, innovation, and entrepre-
neurship. Schools should then develop an appetite for innovation and success.

Teachers must pay attention to challenges in and out of the classroom. What 
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