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PREFACE

Since 2011, the world is confronted with one of the largest re-
fugee crises, the Syrian refugee crisis. The Syrian refugee crisis 
has become one of the biggest tragedies and attracts everyone's 
attention worldwide. The civil war and terror in Syria have led 
to millions of people leave their country and migrate to other 
countries. Many Syrian immigrants prefer to move to Turkey, 
where they feel as a second homeland. While some of these pe-
ople live in camps, most of them have been spread and settled 
in cities in Turkey. This study aims to identify the characteris-
tics of Syrian refugees in Turkey as they relate to urbanization.  
The first concept of this study is given brief information about 
urbanization and its related concepts. One of the reasons for ur-
banization is internal and external migration. In this context, the 
general situation of the refugees, who had to leave their country 
because of the civil war to move to Turkey just for safety and a 
better life, is reviewed in this study. Furthermore, in this study, 
the reasons why people had to migrate, why they prefer Turkey, 
the debates about the legal status of refugees in Turkey, the ef-
fects of refugees on Turkey and the challenges of the refugees 
in Turkey are generally discussed. The appropriateness of the 
border cities in Turkey for the refugees is usually argued, it is 
then discussed which cities are suitable for Syrian refugees. In 
the last part, an analysis of the burden-sharing of refugee cri-
sis problem is examined in the case of relations between Tur-
key and United Nations, European Unions or other countries. 
I am very happy to have completed this study in my gradua-
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te education. Of course, the biggest share in my doing these 
studies is our state, which provides us with this scholarship. 
Therefore, My very sincere thanks go to the Government of 
Turkey, with special thanks to the Ministry of National Edu-
cation for their confidence in granting me with a scholars-
hip to pursue the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the Uni-
ted Kingdom. May Allah always bless my beloved homeland. 
And of course, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the 
esteemed professors, family and friends who have been with me 
throughout the process. I would like to send my most special 
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