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PREFACE

After realizing that foreign students have difficulties with learning Turkish
Language as a foreign language, I decided to prepare materials for them to
learn Turkish efficiently. During this preparation, my dear friend, Patrice Page,
living in Turkey for a long time and struggling with learning Turkish, offered
me to prepare a Turkish Book, entitled Tiirk¢e Alistirma Kitabim (My Turkish
Exercise Book) in order to help foreign students learn Turkish easily. There is
no doubt, as a foreign language learner, the sensitive attitude of Patrice on
linguistic difficulties in Turkish made this book more understandable and
usable for many learners. All the exercises in this book are prepared to have
this book in beginner level. Hence, students will have opportunity of
consolidating the items they learned in the classroom and accelerating their
comprehension of this language outside the classroom.

All the exercises have been done many times by different groups to proof
its validity and reliability. Especially during the learning process, students
have been very objective and critical upon each exercise in this book. Their
comments and suggestions for each topic made this book more usable and
practical. Thus, my special thanks go to Olga Shulgina, Lena Rudaya, Olga
Zinkevich, Nadya Gurskaya, Lika Kokshina, Inna Rogach, Katya Pshezdiyak
and others who gave their opinions without hesitation to make this book more
appreciated.

I would like to thank to irfan Demir for his unending energy and a great
support to make this book very functional and practical. His talent to desing
made this book great looking.

I would like to thank my students, Ramazan Donmez and Umut
Fahliogullar1 for their offer unhesitating when I asked them to prepare the
glossary at the end of the book. Without their support, this book would be not
practical for students to understand all words that take part in the exercises.

In order to make the second edition of this book more practical and friendly
user, I asked my colleagues working as Turkish Language Instructors abroad
and my foreign students learning Turkish abroad to give me feedback about



this book. I received several e-mails written enthusiastically to suggest and
criticize the book. I am grateful to all my colleagues, especially, Esref Ozdemir
(Portugal), Semahat Resmi (Belgium), Elma Nap-Kolkoff, the Ph.D student of
Kutlay Yagmur (Holland) and Bent Kiilerich, the Ambassador (Sweden), who
devoted all their valuable time to help me make this book beneficial to all
learners.

I would like to thank specially to my students, Pinar Atasoy, Musa Tomen,
Burla Cift¢i, Gizem Karaterzi, Meltem Logoglu, Melike Erdogan, Ahmet
Ozdemir, Tarik Atalar, and Bahar Alig, who are taking Material Evaluation
and Adaptation Course at ELT Department in Cukurova University as they
gave their opinions as would-be-foreign language teachers. Without
contribution of all, this book would be difficult in terms of carrying out all
exercises.

i
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Who is this book for?

This book has been designed for you, foreigners in Turkey or in your home
lands, who want to acquire the basic grammar of Turkish at a very simple level
in order to make their stay more rewarding. Since you wish to communicate for
different purposes when in Turkey, you will learn, for example, how to give
information about yourselves and to ask for similar information about other
people, how to express your likes or dislikes, agree or disagree, how to
apologize, accept or refuse invitations and so on. The book will also provide
you with some background information and exercises in Turkish.

Whatis the framework of this book?

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF)
was taken into consideration during the preparation of this book. The CEF
views language knowledge as a set of skills and strategies which are needed to
use a language for communication in real-life situations.

Understanding A Ay

Reading Can understand familiar names, words and | Can read very short, simple texts.
very simple sentences, for example on Can find specific, predictable information
notices and posters or in catalogues. in simple everyday material such as

suffixes, advertisements, prospectuses,
menus, timetables and can understand short
simple personal letters.

erting Can write a short, simple postcard, for Can write short and simple notes,

example sending holiday greetings. messages, and personal letters.

Can fill in forms with personal details,
(e.g., entering his name, nationality and
address on a hotel registration form).

How to use this book

This book is designed to acquaint you with the basic vocabulary and
grammar that will help you to be able to understand Turkish structure. In order
to make the book practical, you are provided with many exercises you might
need. As this book is not written for linguists, elaborate definitions are avoided.
Grammar is explained in a clear and straightforward manner, and the use of
grammatical terms is excluded whenever possible. A number of examples are
provided to support grammar learning and through these examples, you are
introduced with actual language in different contexts.

At the end of the book, an answer key, an index and glossary are provided to
make this book user-friendly.



Some general tips about how to practice Turkish

In

Everybody has their own learning style. Try some of the suggestions given here as
a hint and find out how to accelerate your practice in Turkish. In order to succeed,
remember:

every language reflects a different way of thinking, and some rules in Turkish
might NOT always sound logical when compared to the rules of your language.

do not try to find a logical explanation behind every single phenomenon you come
across. Justtry to learnitasitis.

be positive when you are faced with the difficulties of the language. Learning a
new language can enrich you in many ways.

make the efforts to think in Turkish from the start as much as possible. This will
activate your vocabulary.

whenever you find an opportunity, try to repeat the words or instructions in your
mind.

understanding grammar is just the first step. You should learn the patterns in the
examples given rather than just learn abstract rules. This will help you remember
the rules when to apply them. Practice comes with practice.

do not rush onto the next unit until you feel confident that you have thoroughly
mastered the structures introduced in the previous unit.

apply what you have added to your knowledge with different examples. You will
then be ready for the next stage.

repeat the new words and phrases several times because it is the easiest way to
learn them. After that, you should write these expressions a few times. This
activity will accelerate your learning.

try to use a new word or phrase in a sentence of your own. This can be done any
time (e.g., while going to work or university, or even waiting for a bus).

try to watch Turkish programs on television. Do not worry if you do not
understand much of it.

you are not a native speaker. Therefore, you will have an accent and make
mistakes. Try to do your best; your aim is to be understood- not to be perfect.

You should listen to Turkish songs and try to learn some of the words.

any case, just listening to Turkish being spoken while out will help your
pronunciation and intonation tremendously.
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