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SUSTAINABLE RURAL DEVELOPMENT AS A
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT TOOL
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Introduction

Since the distribution of natural and social resources is not equal, development
does not go through a balanced process. Therefore, economic and social develop-
ment on earth differs in terms of time and place (1). These differences take advan-
tageous regions forward, leaving others behind, thus causing inequality problems.
This problem may arise between countries as well as between regions of a country.

Today, the regional development gap covers all countries, whether developed
or developing, and directs them to a major effort to overcome this problem (2).
These efforts, called regional development; “It is defined as the whole of the stud-
ies that take into account the regional vision formed by the interaction of the
regions in the country with the surrounding regions and the world, adopting
participation and sustainability as the basic principle and aiming to increase the
welfare of the region through the development of human resources (3). Regional
development includes a long challenging process and needs to be supported by
effective policies for its success.

Among the regions in our country; significant differences in socioeconom-
ic indicators such as GDP per capita, unemployment rate and literacy rate are
observed. These differences are due to insufficient distribution of resources and
lack of effective use, unsuitable topographic structure, difficult climatic condi-
tions, distance to domestic and foreign markets, scattered settlement structure
and insufficient investment (4). Regional policies have various purposes such as
“reducing regional imbalances, regulating the region, regional development, re-
gional balance, ensuring the proper distribution of industry among regions and
the main objective is to reduce the imbalances existing in the country in terms of
population and economic activities. Sustainable development means a balanced
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ture and Forestry is implementing the conservation of agricultural land (CA-
TAK) project for the prevention of soil and water quality and erosion.
Supporting Project For Village Infrastructure (KOYDES): This is a rural
infrastructure project developed to solve the problems of drinking, irrigation,
waste water and roads in rural areas.

Water, Sewerage and Infrastructure Project (SUKAP): The project, coordi-
nated by the Ministry of Development, provides grants to rural municipalities
experiencing emergency drinking water and sewage problems.

KOSGEB Supports: It is a support mechanism for small and medium-sized
enterprises without any distinction between rural and urban areas.

Regional Development Supports: Supports provided by development agen-
cies in the field of agriculture and rural development. In addition, a significant
amount of rural development activities are carried out within the scope of
GAP, Konya Plain Project (KOP), Eastern Anatolia Project (DAP) and Eastern
Black Sea Project (DOKAP) carried out by regional development administra-
tions.
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