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CHAPTER 6

ON THE CRITIQUE OF DEMOCRACY
“In the land of the blind, the one-eyed man becomes the King”

İsmail DURSUNOĞLU1

INTRODUCTION

Today, democracy is the system with the most powerful legitimacy. Because it 
has a tangible and rational legitimacy in accordance with the impacts of modern-
ism that bring the mind to the forefront. However, democracy is not completely 
just and correct administration system. As all administration systems have defi-
ciencies and inaccuracies, democracy also has some aspects to criticize. One of the 
most obvious critiques of democracy is said by Winston Churchill: “Democracy is 
not the best or ideal government. It is the worst form of administration leaving aside 
other forms of administration”. So it is the best administration system that has been 
known and experienced until today. It is also possible to interpret this in a way 
that democracy is better than other current administration systems.

Not only descriptive and indicating the function of democracy but also the 
normative dimension of it is in question. Democracy needs a definition describ-
ing both happening and having to be happened. One of them is not possible to be 
without other; it is also not possible to substitute them with each other. We have to 
bear in mind that we had a better recall that real democracy and ideal democracy 
is not the same thing when we comment on democracy. Nevertheless, democracy 
grows out of interaction and strife between being and not being, namely between 
ideal and real and is formed by them (Sartori, 2014:24).  Democracy goes into 
division concerning empirical (realist) and normative. While empirical democra-
cy insight examines existing that is to say being democracy as well as properties 
of these democracies normative democracy insight examines the thing that has 
to be happen or desirable and tries to ground it (Schmidt, 2002:21).  All desires 
of the people have to be fulfilled if we want to have a democratic government in 
term of normative. However, as it is put by Arend Lijphart, such a government has 
not been throughout history and it seems not to be possible. When we think in 
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knowledge to use that technology? More importantly, it is a fact that the structures 
that control and direct people are easier to control the system. We must confront 
the fact that similar findings and proposals cannot carry democracy forward be-
cause democracy, as mentioned, is not and will not be a perfect system. However, 
it is not the finding of new tools that will bring it closer to that level, but to intro-
duce the spirit of democracy to the subject of the system, people.
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