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CHAPTER 2

A COMPREHENSIVE SCIENTIFIC MAPPING OF 
ACADEMIC PUBLISHING: CONCEPTUAL TRENDS 

IN THE FIELD OF INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE AND 
INTERIOR DESIGN

Emine Banu BURKUT1

INTRODUCTION

Interior architecture and design have evolved from craft-based practices into aca-
demically recognized, research-driven disciplines that increasingly intersect with 
architecture, design studies, environmental psychology, and materials science. 
Over the past two decades, global transformations, including sustainability im-
peratives, digital design technologies, health and wellness concerns, and discours-
es of cultural identitiy, have reshaped both the practice and academic scholarship 
of the field. Because interior spaces are the primary environments in which indi-
viduals live, work, and interact, academic research has expanded beyond aesthet-
ics to encompass human well-being, environmental performance, and social val-
ue (Ashour et al., 2021; Burkut, 2023). In the field of interior design, this method 
identifies research and conceptual trends (Tan et al., 2021; Rui et al., 2023; Walia
& Singh, 2023; Beşkaya & Gökgöz, 2025; Fu & Keat, 2025). Despite this growing 
literature, the conceptual landscape of interior architecture and design remains 
fragmented. Research contributions are often scattered across a variety of jour-
nals and conferences, typically located in architecture, design, engineering, or 
interdisciplinary settings. This dispersion makes it difficult to trace the intellec-
tual structure of the field, identify thematic clusters, and assess its evolution over 
time. Therefore, it is important to clarify knowledge domains, uncover conceptual 
connections, and conduct a systematic and comprehensive scientific mapping of 
academic publications.
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interior architecture teaching and considering the integration of interdiscipli-
nary collaboration in professional projects.

•	 Urban and Hybrid Interiors; Investigating temporary and adaptable interior 
uses in response to urban challenges and examining the role of interior design 
in co-working, co-living and mixed public-private spaces.
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