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FOREWORD

Jalāl al-Dīn Muhammad Muhammad Rūmī is one of the lea-
ding figures who has influenced not only Turkish sufism, litera-
ture and historical cultural heritage but also Persian, Indian and 
Pakistani societies spiritually. It is seen that his poems and the 
mystical messages he expressed have been read in works publis-
hed in Turkish, Persian, Urdu, Sindhi, Punjabi, Pashto and Ben-
gali. Therefore, the fact that the feelings that Rūmī reveals with 
his unique style were reciprocated in a large geography even to-
day is a manifestation of his universality. It is seen that Rūmī, who 
skillfully uses the archaic elements of the mystical sea of feelings 
and thoughts, has the ability to gather people together in unity. 
His strong spiritual authority has now gained an intercontinental 
dimension and reached the countries of Europe and the America 
continent. In order to study the ideas and works of Rūmī, whi-
ch are the subject of an increasing number of studies, institutes, 
associations and communities are established, conferences and 
Masnavi readings are organized, and efforts are made to benefit 
from the divine fire of love that he ignited.

Thanks to the conveniences brought by the age of informati-
on, we witness that in addition to sharing information about him 
in digital environments, his words are also shared by people from 
almost every segment of society on individual pages. His master-
piece of Masnavi primarily contributes to the understanding of 
the chaos caused by the modern world by the people of our age. 
In addition, Rūmī has the feature of being a guide for people see-
king happiness by presenting a holistic approach to the meaning, 
purpose and shaping of life. In this sense, Masnavi serves as a 
doctor who applies psychotherapy for some and as a spiritual gu-
ide for others. In addition to individual solutions, Masnavi brings 
peace to the dualism of the world and the hereafter in the sere-
nity of unity for societies exposed to social and political conflicts. 
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His work, which he presents as a solution proposal that points to 
prophetic morality for social problems experienced cyclically, is 
one of the rare books that has managed to maintain its current 
value in this respect. The fact that the Masnavi is so popular even 
seven centuries after it was written is concrete evidence that his 
work, as a discovery knowledge inspired by Rūmī, will serve as a 
sheikh for people in the future.

Being the most recognized sufi poet in the world, Rūmī never 
broke away from sufi thought in his Masnavi. This attitude he put 
forward is a reflection of the spiritual education that sufis seri-
ously adopted while carrying out. Since he had the opportunity 
to see many people and geographies since his childhood, Rūmī 
used religious and sufi truths as well as a lot of information about 
the life of the period as a means of conveying messages. In this 
way, he expressed difficult subjects and secrets in a more unders-
tandable style with many concrete elements. The fact that Rūmī 
conveys the sufi subjects discussed in the work with beings that 
have concrete symbolic values in the mind or gives a different 
perspective to every object and event with the fact that beings are 
manifestations of oneness. For example, Rūmī, who stated that 
his aim was not to tell poems or stories, first addressed those who 
wanted to read the stories in the Masnavi as a warning; “Listen, it 
tells us our situation, your soul is not distant or different from it” 
clearly expresses its purpose.

Hûsameddin Çelebi, who wanted to write down Rūmī’s ide-
as in order to benefit from them in his absence, gave the pen to 
Rūmī, who is the father of time, as befits his name, and thus, he 
was instrumental in the emergence of this work that transcended 
the ages. Therefore, in this study, we aimed to contribute to the 
delivery of Rūmī’s work that tears the curtain of time to today’s 
people. In the study, there are three parts. First of all, Rūmī’s life 
and works will be discussed. Because Rūmī’s past, whose influ-
ence has continued from the period he lived to the present day, 



- v -

Foreword

is essential to understand him correctly. In addition, the difficult 
geography and times in which he spent his life had undeniable 
traces in his spiritual and social life. In the second part, the view 
that Rūmī presented with the historical environment at that time 
will be tried to be presented with the help of compilations made 
from many general sufi themes touched upon in the Masnavi. In 
the last section, this feature of the Masnavi, which guides the tra-
veler on a journey as stated by Rūmī, will be tried to be presented 
with some selected stories.

Musa KAVAL
Düzce - 2025
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