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PREFACE

Education is always changing, and teaching English to young learners is one of 
the most exciting and important areas. As our world becomes more connected, 
speaking English becomes a key skill, offering opportunities for cultural exchange, 
education, and future jobs. This book, Teaching English to Young Learners, gathers a 
wide range of insights and methods to enhance the learning experiences of young 
English language students.

The journey begins with Süleyman KASAP’s exploration of the linguistic po-
tential of young learners. This foundational chapter delves into the unique capabil-
ities and developmental stages of children, setting the stage for effective language 
instruction.

Ercan ÖPENGIN then addresses the nuances of teaching English as a second 
language to gifted students, offering strategies tailored to meet the advanced cog-
nitive and linguistic needs of these exceptional learners. This is followed by Mehmet 
Veysi BABAYİĞİT's engaging examination of developing vocabulary and grammar 
through drama-based activities and games, highlighting the role of creativity and 
play in language acquisition.

Fırat ÜNSAL contributes a comprehensive overview of the pedagogy of teach-
ing language to young learners, providing a theoretical framework and practical ap-
proaches that educators can apply in their classrooms. The importance of addressing 
emotional well-being in language learning is underscored by Metin TAYTAŞ, who 
investigates the effect of positive psychology-based character strengths on foreign 
language anxiety in children.

The power of music in language education is captured by Mehmet Veysi BABAY-
İĞİT’s chapter on using music and songs to develop listening and speaking skills. 
This is complemented by Barış GÖRÜNÜŞ’s insights into integrating game-based 
learning for effective EFL instruction, emphasizing the benefits of gamifying the 
learning process to maintain engagement and motivation.

Nizamettin KOÇ explores the cultural context of teaching language to young 
learners, emphasizing the significance of cultural sensitivity and relevance in lan-
guage instruction. Murat ÇELIK discusses nurturing reading and writing skills, pro-
viding strategies to develop these critical literacy skills from an early age.
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The potential of technology in modern education is captured in the chapters 
on Web 2.0 tools for young learners by Büşra DAĞDEMİR and H. Kübra ER, and on 
engaging young learners through technology and multimedia by Aytaç TÜRKBEN. 
These chapters explore innovative digital tools and resources that can enhance the 
learning experience and make language acquisition more interactive and fun.

M. Sena ATAŞ and Haydar ÖZDEMİR discusses approaches to foreign language 
instruction for young learners in school settings, presenting effective methodologies 
for formal educational environments. The use of short stories as a tool for enhanc-
ing language learning is expertly covered by Serdar TAKVA, who demonstrates how 
narratives can captivate and educate simultaneously.

Özgül GÜLTEKİN TALAYHAN's chapter on bridging the language gap through 
strategies for teaching English in multilingual classrooms addresses the unique chal-
lenges and opportunities of multilingual education, while Haydar ÖZDEMİR and 
M. Sena ATAŞ examines multilingualism and its teaching, focusing on the interplay 
between language learning and mother tongue maintenance.

Bilal KARACA’s contribution on teaching English through authentic materials 
emphasizes the importance of real-world resources in creating meaningful learning 
experiences. Finally, Yücel YILDIZ and Gülcan YILDIZ present total physical response 
strategies, offering a kinesthetic approach to language learning that leverages phys-
ical movement to reinforce linguistic concepts.

The book concludes with Turan PALABIYIK’s chapter on developing listening 
and speaking skills, rounding out the comprehensive toolkit of strategies and in-
sights provided in this volume.

Teaching English to Young Learners is an essential resource for educators, admin-
istrators, and researchers dedicated to the field of language education. Each chapter 
offers a unique perspective and practical guidance, contributing to a holistic un-
derstanding of how to effectively teach English to young learners. As we continue 
to innovate and adapt in our educational practices, this book serves as a valuable 
guide and inspiration for fostering linguistic and cultural competence in the next 
generation.

Editor 

Süleyman KASAP
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EXPLORING THE LINGUISTIC POTENTIAL  
OF YOUNG LEARNER

CHAPTER  1

Süleyman KASAP 1

INTRODUCTION

Teaching English to very young learners is both a rewarding and challenging en-
deavor. As educators, we hold the key to unlocking the potential of young minds, 
guiding them on a journey of language discovery and growth. In this chapter, we 
embark on a comprehensive exploration of the foundational principles, strate-
gies, and techniques essential for effectively teaching English to children in kin-
dergarten and early primary grades. At the heart of our approach lies a deep 
understanding of the language learning process, encompassing both language 
acquisition and language learning. We recognize that children possess a remark-
able capacity for language acquisition, effortlessly absorbing linguistic patterns 
and structures from their environment. Simultaneously, we acknowledge the 
role of explicit language learning strategies in facilitating language development, 
providing scaffolding and support to optimize learning outcomes.

Central to our teaching philosophy is the recognition that young children 
learn best through active engagement and meaningful interaction. As facilita-
tors of learning, we embrace our role as observers and collaborators, creating 
a positive and stimulating learning environment where children feel empow-
ered to explore and experiment with language. Through continuous exposure 
to English in authentic contexts, we cultivate an environment where language 
learning becomes a natural and enjoyable experience (Babayiğit, 2020 ; Babay-
iğit, 2023; Cizrelioğulları & Babayiğit, 2021). Key principles guide our approach 
to teaching English to young learners. We prioritize practical, meaningful, and 
purposeful learning opportunities, ensuring that every activity contributes to 
1 Assoc. Prof., Van Yüzüncü Yıl University, kasap_hakan@hotmail.com, ORCID iD : 0000-0001- 8367-8789
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Cameron’s assertion that children actively construct meaning underscores the 
need for educators to scaffold learning experiences that resonate with children’s 
interests, experiences, and cognitive capacities. By fostering a child-centric 
learning environment characterized by exploration, play, and inquiry, educators 
can ignite children’s intrinsic motivation and curiosity, thereby enhancing lan-
guage acquisition outcomes. Additionally, the study delves into the critical role 
of parental involvement and support in children’s language development. It un-
derscores the need for parents to provide linguistic input, model language use, 
and create conducive learning environments at home. Furthermore, the study 
underscores the importance of leveraging diverse teaching methodologies, such 
as storytelling, drama, music, and games, to cater to the varied learning styles 
and preferences of young learners (Ataş, 2023).

In conclusion, this study illuminates the complex interplay of factors that 
shape language acquisition in children, ranging from cognitive development and 
social interaction to cultural influences and pedagogical approaches. By adopt-
ing a comprehensive understanding of these factors, educators and parents can 
collaborate synergistically to nurture language learning in young learners effec-
tively. Through a dynamic interplay of theory and practice, informed by em-
pirical research and pedagogical insights, we can pave the way for children to 
become proficient and confident communicators in an increasingly diverse and 
interconnected world.
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CHAPTER  2

TEACHING ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE  
TO GIFTED STUDENTS

Ercan ÖPENGİN 1

Learning English as a foreign language has become increasingly essential in 
today’s globalized world, not merely as a means of communication but as a fun-
damental skill for success and opportunities. Nevertheless, the effectiveness of 
this learning journey can vary among individuals. Gifted learners have unique 
requirements and capabilities when it comes to language acquisition. Their rap-
id learning abilities, profound analytical skills, and innovative perspectives de-
mand a different instructional approach from conventional methods. This in-
troduction aims to underscore the significance of English instruction tailored 
to gifted learners and elucidate the importance of strategies designed to meet 
their specific needs. Accordingly, effective English instruction for gifted learners 
can assist them in fully realizing their potential and assuming leadership roles 
in global contexts. In this section, gifted individuals and educational strategies 
tailored to them will be discussed, followed by the core principles and practical 
strategies of English instruction customized for gifted learners, ensuring optimal 
development of their language proficiency.

GIFTED STUDENTS

‘Gifted’ or ‘talented’ terms are used as synonyms to refer to the individuals who 
have higher cognitive abilities and performances when compared to the indi-
viduals in their age (Chan, 2015). To comprehend giftedness means grasping 
a highly intricate, occasionally contentious notion of neurodivergence among 
individuals. In the 1800s, the early conceptualizations of intelligence and theo-
ries regarding potential began to emerge, with Sir Francis Galton being among 
the first researchers to delve into human intelligence and intelligence testing. 
1 Assoc. Prof., Van Yüzüncü Yıl University, opengin@gmail.com, ORCID iD: 0000-0001-9526-4313



Teaching English as A Second Language  to Gifted Students

23

REFERENCES
Acar, F. (2022). Enhancing critical thinking and english speaking skills of gifted students through “phi-

losophy for children (p4c) approach” in an EFL context. (Unpublished MA thesis). Pamukkale 
University, Denizli, Turkey.

Allen, L. Q. (1992). Foreign language curriculum for the gifted. Gifted Child Today Magazine, 
15(6), 12-15.

Bevan-Brown, J. & Taylor, S. (2008). Nurturing Gifted and Talented Children. Wellington: Learning 
Media Limited.

Callahan, C. M. (2017). The characteristics of gifted and talented students. In C.M. Callahan & 
H.L. Hertberg-Davis (Eds.), Fundamentals of gifted education (ss. 153- 166). Routledge.

Callahan, C., & Hertberg- Davis, H. (Eds.) (2013). Fundamentals of gifted education: Considering 
multiple perspectives. London: Taylor & Francis.

Callahan, C. M., Moon, T. R., Oh, S., Azano, A. P., & Hailey, E. P. (2015). What works in gifted 
education: Documenting the effects of an integrated curricular/instructional model for gifted 
students. American Educational Research Journal, 52(1), 137-167.

Collins, N. D., & Alex, N. K. (1995). Gifted readers and reading instruction. Bloomington, In: ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Reading, English and Communication.

Davis, G. A., Rimm, S. B., & Siegle, D. B. (2013). Education of the Gifted and Talented: Pearson New 
International Edition. New Jersey: Pearson Higher Ed.

Delisle, J. (2014). Dumbing down America: The war on our nation’s brightest young minds (and what 
we can do to fight back). Waco, TX:Prufrock Press.

Gallagher, J., Harradine, C. C., & Coleman, M. R. (1997). Challenge or boredom? Gifted students’ 
views on their schooling. Roeper Review, 19(3), 132-136.

Grassinger, R., Proath, M. ve Ziegler, A. (2010). Mentoring the gifted: A conceptual analysis. High 
Ability Studies, 21(1), 27–46. doi: 10.1080/13598139.2010.488087

Heller, K. A., & Schofield, N. J. (2008). Identification and nurturing the gifted from an internati-
onal perspective. In Pfeiffer, S. I. (Ed.). Handbook of giftedness in children: Psychoeducational 
theory, research, and best practices (ss. 93-114), Springer.

İşpınar-Akçayoğlu, D. (2011). Exploring the role of strategies-based language instruction in teaching 
English to young gifted learners (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Çukurova University. 
Adana, Turkey.

İşpınar-Akçayoğlu, D. (2015). Voices from magic brains: Gifted language learners and their foreign 
language learning experiences. International Journal of Arts & Sciences, 8(6), 639-650.

Kaplan-Sayı, A. (2013). The effect of differentiated foreign language instruction on gifted students’ 
achievement, critical thinking and creativity (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Istanbul 
University, Istanbul, Turkey.

Kitano, M. K., & Espinosa, R. (1995). Language diversity and giftedness: Working with gifted Eng-
lish language learners. Talents and Gifts, 18(3), 234-254.

Lee, H. (2018). Differentiated instruction for gifted and talented students: Teaching gifted and ta-
lented students with diversity responsive education method. In J. Cannaday (Ed.), Curriculum 
development for gifted education programs (pp. 43-60). IGI Global Publishing.

Marland, S. P. (1972). Education of the gifted and talented. Report to the Congress of the United 
States by the U.S. Commissioner of Education. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing 
Office.

Ministry of National Educaiton (MONE). (2024). Özel Eğitim ve Rehberlik Hizmetleri Genel 
Müdürlüğü Faaliyet Raporu (Ocak-Aralık 2023). https://orgm.meb.gov.tr/meb_iys_dosya-
lar/2024_04/19204340_2023mebfaaliyetraporu.pdf



THE ESSENTIALS OF TEACHING ENGLISH TO YOUNG LEARNERS

24

Nikolova, O., & Taylor, G. (2003). The impact of a language learning task on instructional outco-
mes in two student populations: High-ability and averageability students. Journal of Secon-
dary Gifted Education, 14(4), 205-217.

Reid, E. (2015). Teaching English to gifted children. In Pokrivčáková, S. et al. (Eds.), Teaching fore-
ign languages to learners with special educational needs: Etextbook for foreign language teachers 
(pp. 115-123). Nitra: Constantine the Philosopher University.

Renzulli, J.S. (2011). What makes giftedness? Re-examining a definition. Phi Delta Kappan, 92(8), 
81-88.

Robinson, N. M. (1993). Identifying and nurturing gifted, very young children. K. A. Heller, F. J. 
Monks, & A. H. Passow (Eds), International handbook of research and development of gifted-
ness and talent içinde (s. 507-524). Pergamon.

Rogers, K. B. (1986). Do the gifted think and learn differently? A review of recent researc and 
its implications for instruction. Journal for the Education of the Gifted, 10(1), 17-39. DOI: 
10.1177/016235328601000103

Sak, U. (2014). Üstün zekâlılar: Özellikleri, tanılanmaları, eğitimleri (4. Baskı.). Vize Yayıncılık.
Silverman, L. K. (1997). The construct of asynchronous development. Peabody Journal and Educa-

tion, 72(3 & 4), 36-58. DOI: 10.1080/0161956X.1997.9681865
Southern, W. T., Jones, E. D., & Stanley, J. C. (1993). Acceleration and enrichment: The context and 

development of program options. In K. A. Heller, F. J. Monks, & A. H. Passow (Eds.), Inter-
national handbook for handbook for research on giftedness and talent (pp. 387-410). Oxford, 
England: Pergamon Press.

Subotnik, R. F., Olszewski-Kubilius, P., & Worrell, F. C. (2012). A proposed direction forward for 
gifted education based on psychological science. Gifted Child Quarterly, 56(4), 176-188.

Swartz, R. J., & Parks, S. (1994). Infusing the teaching of critical and creative thinking into content 
instruction: A lesson design handbook for the elementary grades. Pacific Grove, CA: Critical 
Thinking Books & Software.

Tuttle, Jr F. B. (1979). Providing for the intellectually gifted. Retrieved from https://files.eric.ed.gov/
fulltext/ED263622.pdf

Tuttle, Jr F. B., & Becker, L. A. (1980). Program design and development for gifted and talented stu-
dents. Washington, D.C: National Education Association.

Ulaş Taraf, H. (2022). A case study on enhancing critical reading and creative writing skills of the 
gifted EFL learners through critical thinking practices (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Çu-
kurova University. Adana, Turkey.

Valdés, G. (2003). Expanding definitions of giftedness: The case of young interpreters from immigrant 
communities. London: Lawrence Erlbaum.

VanTassel-Baska, J. (1989). Appropriate curriculum for the gifted. In J. Feldhusen, J. VanTas-
sel-Baska, & K. Seeley (Eds.), Excellence in educating the gifted (pp. 175-191). Denver: Love.

VanTassel-Baska, J., & Stambaugh, T. (2005). Challenges and possibilities for serving gifted lear-
ners in the regular classroom. Theory into Practice, 44(3), 211-217.

VanTassel-Baska, J., Zuo L., Avery, L.D., & Little, C. A. (2002). A curriculum study of gifted-stu-
dent learning in the language arts. Gifted Child Quarterly. 46 (1), 30-44.

Watters, J., & Diezmann, C. (2003). The gifted student in science: Fulfilling potential. Australian 
Science Teachers’ Journal, 49(3), 46-53.



25

CHAPTER  3

DEVELOPING VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR 
THROUGH DRAMA-BASED ACTIVITIES AND GAMES

Mehmet Veysi BABAYİĞİT 1

INTRODUCTION

While the exact beginnings of humanity remain shrouded in uncertainty, one 
undeniable truth shines through: our reliance on language for communication. 
Throughout history, language has been the cornerstone of interaction, enabling 
us to bridge the gap between minds and share complex ideas. It also holds a 
crucial milestone in terms of transferring humanistic values; thus, it has been 
entailed to be integrated in our lives since we were born to the world.

There are many terms and definitions for the usage and functional impacts 
on the role of employing a certain language in a society; to start with, the main 
function of language is to act as a significant tool to initiate and continue com-
munication among human beings (Babayiğit, 2021; Çelik, 2022; Talayhan, 2022). 
Onan (2005) defines language as a systematic human ability consisting of sound, 
meaning and forms. It is also thought that language is a string of signs consisting 
of concepts (Saussure, 2001). Another definition of language assert by Aksan 
(2007) is as the followings “Language is a multifaceted and highly developed sys-
tem that enables the transfer of thoughts, feelings and desires to others by utilising 
elements and rules that are common in terms of sound and meaning in a society”, 
and this definition indicates the functional role of language being as a gadget for 
transference. Sanusi (2001) also pinpoints the communicative and transferring 
role of language as the following; “language is used for phatic communication, 
that is, as a special regulator; for ceremonial purposes; as an instrument of action; 
to keep records; to convey orders and information; to influence people; to enable 
self-expression; and to embody and enable thought.” Thus oral interactive manners 
are conducted with the mediating role of language.
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 ▶ Improvisation Prompts: This is a very fruitful grammar activity; the teacher 
provides prompts that require students to use a specific grammar point in the-
ir responses. For example, “you are very hungry and have nothing to eat, you 
need help! Use the simple present continuous tense to mention your current 
status for help.” Students then improvise short scenes based on these prompts, 
putting the target grammar into action in a natural and engaging way.

CONCLUSION

Throughout the history of foreign language learning, the pursuit of effective lan-
guage teaching methodologies has focused on utilizing the best resources and 
activities to foster authentic communication for all levels in the target language 
(Babayiğit & Çelik, 2023; Çelik & Babayiğit, 2023;Kasap, Demir & Ünsal, 2022; 
Ünsal & Hastunç, 2021; Ünsal & Kasap, 2023). Among the levels of language 
learners, young learners have a great capacity for learning a certain foreign lan-
guage that is why they should be supported with the best methodologies so that 
they can come up with successful and permanent language learning. Students 
embodied with Drama tasks and activities are tend to yield more successful re-
sults in learning English since The implementation of drama activities provid-
ed students with a variety of stimulating and memorable learning experiences, 
which demonstrably enhanced their learning outcomes (Takva&Karaca, 2022 ; 
Takva, 2022). Besides, teachers employ grammar to boost four skills of learners 
and they general maximize learning through drama activities by focusing on 
a few grammar points at a time and integrating more enjoyable and physically 
active tasks. They mostly start with simpler concepts and gradually increase the 
difficulty as students gain confidence. While acting drama tasks, they attempt to 
prioritize clear communication over flawless acting since the goal is for students 
to use the language skills naturally, and most significantly to keep it fun. Drama 
thrives on engagement and creativity, so teachers let students explore, experi-
ment, and express themselves freely.
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CHAPTER  4

THE PEDAGOGY OF TEACHING LANGAUGE TO THE 
YOUNG LEARNERS

Fırat ÜNSAL1

In the contemporary epoch of global interconnectedness, the imperative of 
traversing linguistic boundaries is increasingly acknowledged as an indispen-
sable skill. Within this complex tapestry, juveniles emerge as an exceptionally 
responsive demographic, manifesting extraordinary acumen and malleability in 
the domain of linguistic acquisition. The seminal contributions of Piaget (1954) 
and Vygotsky (1978) underscore the nontrivial nature of this developmental 
juncture, accentuating the salience of cognitive receptivity and social interplay 
as cardinal constituents in the intricate process of linguistic acquisition.

The pedagogical architecture enveloping language instruction for neophyte 
learners constitutes a nuanced and intricate paradigm that transcends the rudi-
ments of mere vocabulary and grammar elucidation. Anchored in seminal the-
ories of language acquisition, such as Krashen’s Input Hypothesis (1985) and the 
venerable Critical Period Hypothesis (Lenneberg, 1967), this pedagogy promul-
gates a dynamic, interactive methodology that scrupulously respects the innate 
curiosity and idiosyncratic learning proclivities endemic to juveniles.

Beyond the stratum of mere linguistic tool acquisition, the trajectory of lan-
guage learning in early progeny assumes a role of paramount significance in 
shaping cognitive development and nurturing cultural acumen (García& Wei, 
2014). It operates as a conduit for apprehending diverse perspectives, fostering 
empathy, and cultivating a panoramic multicultural awareness (Byram, 1997).

Educators entrusted with shepherding fledgling learners through this lab-
yrinthine linguistic odyssey deploy innovative pedagogical techniques deeply 
entrenched in the bedrock of educational psychology and the venerable annals 
of language acquisition research. By leveraging play-based erudition (Lindfors, 
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CHAPTER  5

INVESTIGATING THE EFFECT OF POSITIVE 
PSYCHOLOGY BASED CHARACTER STRENGTHS ON 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ANXIETY IN CHILDREN

Metin TAYTAŞ1

INTRODUCTION

In the 21st century, a time of dizzying change and innovation, where a single for-
eign language is no longer sufficient, keeping up with the digital age, not falling 
behind the times, and knowing more than one foreign language are becoming in-
dispensable criteria. As a matter of fact, Köksal (2000) states that it is essential to 
know a foreign language at a very good level in order to keep up with the chang-
ing paradigms in a world that is globalizing online and inevitably turning into 
an electronic village. In the literature, it is known that the individual differences 
of students are extremely important in the process of foreign language learning, 
that each individual’s learning style is different from the other and that individu-
als’ learning styles are unique to them (Batumlu, 2006; Boydak, 2008). However, 
it is stated that individuals should have various qualities in order to adapt to this 
process (Aydemir, 2007) and that the individual differences of individuals learn-
ing a foreign language are important in the language learning process (Aydın & 
Zengin, 2008). On the other hand, students are not taught a permanent language 
due to problems arising from the system, educational programs and individual 
differences (Bağçeci, 2004). Similarly, individual characteristics such as interest, 
ability, intelligence, attitude and motivation are affective factors that affect the 
learning process (Yeşilyaprak, 2011). These factors can have positive or negative 
effects on the individual’s learning directly or indirectly.
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freedom to choose the content, methods and outcomes of learning. Therefore, 
considering their life satisfaction, positive emotions, positive relationships, ac-
ademic motivation and proficiency perception levels, we can say that character 
strengths play a very important role in determining students’ motivation to learn 
a foreign language.

In conclusion, considering the importance of positive psychology-based 
character strengths interventions in education, it is seen in the research findings 
that positive psychology-based character strengths interventions have a posi-
tive effect on foreign language learning and teaching. Therefore, we can say that 
adapting positive psychology-based virtues within the framework of character 
strengths and giving them to students in classrooms will positively affect foreign 
language learning processes, proficiency perception levels and increase students’ 
motivation to learn foreign languages.
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CHAPTER  6

USING MUSIC AND SONGS TO DEVELOP LISTENING 
AND SPEAKING SKILLS IN YOUNG ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE LEARNERS

Mehmet Veysi BABAYİĞİT 1

INTRODUCTION

Tough the origins of a certain language remain unclear due to variations in hu-
man development, one thing is certain that language has always held the cor-
nerstone of human interaction that is why throughout history, it has served as 
our primary tool for communication, and it undeniably fosters interaction for 
anyone employing language as a tool to share ideas and concepts with each other.

It has been asserted that thousands of languages, estimated around 6,000 (Ta-
layhan, 2023), have enabled interaction across cultures. Notably, the core func-
tion of language - facilitating clear communication - has remained constant. In 
other words, Language goes beyond just communication and shapes human be-
haviour and activities, acting as a ‘cultural box’ that transmits specific cultural 
understandings (Welch & Wlech, 2008) as it acts as a facilitator in passing down 
values, traditions, and other cultural aspects (Henderson, 2005) and embodies 
cultural values (Babayiğit, 2022). This makes language incredibly powerful in 
shaping human interaction (Hambrick et al., 1998). Regarding the current re-
views about the roles and functions of language for human beings, there have 
been many asserted definitions about language; firstly, it is generally claimed by 
many linguistics that language acts as a main vehicle to boost communication to 
conduct various tasks in life (Adejimola, 2009; Çelik, 2022; Kasap, 2018; Kasap, 
2019; Kasap; 2020, Özbay, 2008; Özdemir, 2021; 2021 Özdemir & Çiftçi, 2021; 
Özdemir, 2021), and Sanusi (2001) states; “language is used for phatic communi-

1 Assoc. Prof., Batman University, m.veysi.babayigit@gmail.com, ORCID iD: 0000-0003-4136-7434 
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dynamic and engaging learning environment which incorporates active partic-
ipation, builds confidence, and reinforces vocabulary and grammar structures 
in a meaningful way.
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CHAPTER  7

INTEGRATING GAME-BASED LEARNING FOR EFFECTIVE 
EFL INSTRUCTION WITH YOUNG LEARNERS: GAMIFYING 

LANGUAGE LEARNING

Barış GÖRÜNÜŞ 1

In the vibrant world of young learners, where curiosity reigns and imagi-
nation runs wild, games offer a potent tool for unlocking language acquisition 
(Palmer & Rodgers, 1983). This chapter delves into the transformative power 
of games in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms, exploring how 
playful engagement can ignite motivation, solidify understanding, and cultivate 
lifelong language skills of young learners.

UNVEILING THE MAGIC OF GAMES: UNLOCKING JOYFUL 
LANGUAGE LEARNING IN YOUNG LEARNERS

For young learners brimming with imagination and curiosity, games offer more 
than just fun. They become magical keys, unlocking a treasure chest of language 
learning through playful exploration. Research paints a compelling picture, 
showcasing the impact of game-based learning on enhancing vocabulary acqui-
sition, boosting grammar understanding, and fostering fluency and confidence 
in speaking (Brown, 2007). But what makes games so effective in unlocking lan-
guage learning for young minds?

Drawing upon Piaget’s cognitive development theory, we discover the inher-
ent link between play and learning (Piaget, 1970). Through playful exploration 
and experimentation, children actively construct their understanding of the 
world and language. Games, then, become a natural platform, engaging their 
inherent curiosity and facilitating language acquisition in a way that feels more 
like an adventure than a chore. Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory further empha-

1 Lec., Van Yüzüncü Yıl Üniversity, barisgorunus@gmail.com, ORCID iD: 0000-0003-4269-1041
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 ▶ Collaboration and Sharing: Connect with other educators through online 
communities and conferences to share best practices, resources, and innova-
tive game-based learning ideas.
Through ongoing efforts to integrate playful elements into your teaching, a 

language-learning adventure that is both enjoyable and enriching can be guaran-
teed for your young learners. This, in turn, will pave the way for their sustained 
success in their linguistic journey.

Study Questions

1. After reading this chapter, what specific game-based activities would you be 
most excited to try in your EFL classroom with young learners? Explain your 
reasoning and anticipated learning outcomes.

2. The chapter mentions balancing screen time with offline activities. In your 
experience, how can you effectively integrate technology-based games into 
game-based learning without exceeding healthy screen time limits? Share 
your best practices or creative solutions.

3. Beyond the specific games discussed, what other types of games or game-like 
activities can you imagine adapting for EFL learning in young learners? How 
would you modify them to fit the specific language skills you want to target?

4. The chapter emphasizes the importance of catering to diverse learning styles. 
Share an example of how you have adapted a game or activity to meet the 
needs of a specific learner or group of learners with different learning styles.

5. Do you think there are any potential challenges or limitations to using games 
in EFL classrooms for young learners? If so, how can these challenges be add-
ressed or mitigated to ensure a successful and enjoyable learning experience?
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• Games for English Language Learners: https://esl-games.com/games/
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CHAPTER  8

TEACHING LANGUAGE TO YOUNG LEARNERS  
IN A CULTURAL CONTEXT

Nizamettin KOÇ 1

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

The ability to communicate with others is known as language, and that’s what 
makes us as social beings that can interact, learn and progress. Any form of com-
munication that is mostly conveyed orally through hand signals, facial expres-
sions, gestures, or body movements is considered language. The most crucial 
aspect of communication is speech which set apart us from other beings. Lan-
guage grows at the same rate as a child’s physical development. When a child 
opens their eyes to the outside world, it begins. A child mimics the language after 
first thing he/she hears. The first words children hear are from their parents and 
as a result children’s language development has always been greatly influenced 
by parents and other caregivers. Then the environment children grow in affects 
their language learning in a good or bad way. All together, they play a crucial 
role in enhancing a child’s capacity for language development (Indrayani, 2016).

The process of learning a language entail developing the communicative 
skills necessary to communicate in that language. Put another way, develop-
ing communicative competence entails learning the language’s communicative 
skills, such as speaking and writing, as well as receptive abilities like listening 
and reading, as well as an awareness of the target language’s culture and lifestyle 
(Aktaş, 2005).

People’s ability to develop and use a common language is what allows cultures 
to exist in human societies. For instance, a person’s cultural representation can 
be seen in the language they use in a given context. Human personalities are 
formed by culture’s influence on the mind, which also shapes behavior in ac-
1 Asst. Prof., Hakkari University, nizamettinkoc@hakkari.edu.tr, ORCID iD:  0000-0001-7314-2964  
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CONCLUSION

As a crucial and essential component of human civilization, culture deals with 
how people communicate linguistically in a range of contexts. Numerous stud-
ies offer insightful information about how teachers can include intercultural 
elements into the language learning process. English is widely recognized as a 
means or medium of intercultural communication, so learning it as a foreign 
language (EFL) requires the integration of cognitive, affective, and behavioral 
patterns in order to achieve maximum effectiveness in intercultural communica-
tive competence. For this reason, English Language Teaching (ELT) programs 
must incorporate all aspects of culture and cultural context (Ali and Mahar, 
2015).

Language instructors need to keep in mind that individuals from various cul-
tural backgrounds learn things in different ways. Teachers need to be aware that 
students will perceive books and handouts differently based on their cultural 
background when they are introduced to language learning materials. It is actu-
ally important to contrast as well as compare the ways that language usage varies 
among cultures. By visualizing and comprehending the distinctions between the 
two, the student will be able to accurately determine when to employ linguistic 
idiosyncrasies. Cultural parallels and similarities can also be effective teaching 
tools when a teacher incorporates them into their lesson plans. This is in addi-
tion to the similarities and differences between the target and native languages 
(Hui, 2005).
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CHAPTER  9

NURTURING READING AND WRITING SKILLS  
IN YOUNG LEARNERS

Murat ÇELİK 1

DEFINING READING

Reading is one of the five skills in English: reading, writing, listening, speak-
ing interaction, and speaking production. Reading involves responding to a text 
rather than producing it since reading is a receptive skill like listening. Reading 
requires making a text sense. To achieve this, learners/students/people need to 
comprehend the language of the text at word level, sentence level and the whole 
text level. Learners/students/people also need to connect the message of the text 
to our knowledge of the world (Spratt, Pulverness & Williams, 2008).

KEY CONCEPTS IN READING

Coherence: Coherence is all the ties that constitute a meaningful interpretation 
of a text. Moreover, Yule (2006, p.126) adds that coherence is “everything fitting 
together well.”

Cohesion: Cohesion means the connections or the ties which exist within a 
text and provide the semantic unity required in the structure of that text (Jabur, 
2023 & Yule, 2010). Several types of cohesive ties can be identified in the follow-
ing paragraph.

John Ernst Steinbeck was an American author. He wrote down some precious 
books such as “The Grapes of Wrath, East of Eden, and The Pearl. He won the 1962 
Nobel Prize in Literature “for his realistic and imaginative writings. Besides, he is 
1 Lec., School of Foreign Languages, Batman University,  murat.celik@batman.edu.tr,  
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Student Answer:...........................................................................................................

Q6)The author of this text...............................................................(EVALUATION)

Student Justification:....................................................................................................

Q7)I felt..................................when I learned that...........  ...............REFLECTION)

Student Justification:....................................................................................................

Writing Tasks Following Reading
Teacher Talk: Choose a task below. Prepare the task on Canva and present it in 

class.

I. Prepare a PSA (Public Service Announcement) in which you want to educate/
inform people about excessive plastic use.

II. Prepare a project on which you want to indicate the significance of 3Rs about 
plastic use for a sustainable world.

III. Prepare a press campaign through which you want to criticise the habits of pe-
ople on plastic use and propose some recommendations.
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CHAPTER  10

WEB 2.0 TOOLS FOR YOUNG LEARNERS

Büşra DAĞDEMİR 1 

H. Kübra ER 2

INTRODUCTION

The goal of this chapter is to introduce web 2.0 tools specifically designed for 
young learners. It is widely recognized that young learners possess distinct char-
acteristics in comparison to adults. This has an impact on the evaluation process 
and the formulation of the tasks. This chapter will present a selection of valuable 
web 2.0 tools for teaching and assessing young learners.

USING INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY TO ENGAGE YOUNG LEARNERS

E-learning is a contemporary educational method that utilizes digital technolo-
gy to facilitate the growth of emergent literacy skills in young children (Jack & 
Higgins, 2019). Online learning overcomes the limitations of time and space, 
enabling learners to participate in courses from any location, as long as they 
have the necessary equipment. Before 2011, the predominant practice was to 
teach young children to assume a correct sitting posture in front of a desktop 
computer and manipulate a mouse in order to engage with educational software. 
Nevertheless, initial engagements with desktop computers via educational soft-
ware, games, and e-books had a beneficial impact on their linguistic progress. 
Modern mobile devices, such as touch screen tablets and smart phones, offer a 
straightforward and user-friendly tactile interface with finger-based operating 
1 Lec., Erzurum Technical University, busra.dagdemir@erzurum.edu.tr,  
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https://toonclip.com/

Kahoot!

Kahoot! is an educational platform that utilizes games to facilitate learning. It 
simplifies the process of creating, sharing, and playing educational games or 
quizzes in a short amount of time. Experience an abundance of enjoyment in 
educational settings, workspaces, and residential areas! https://kahoot.com/

Edpuzzle

Edpuzzle is an internet-based platform that allows users to modify online vid-
eos and incorporate interactive elements to address specific educational goals. 
https://edpuzzle.com

REFERENCES

Aktaş, E., & Karakuş, S. (2023). The Effect of Voki Application on Speaking Motivations and Spea-
king SelfEfficacy Perceptions among Students of Turkish as a Foreign Language. International 
Journal of Languages’ Education and Teaching, 1-28.

Bozna, H., & Yüzer, T. (2020). Digital Natives’ Use of Web 2.0 Tools in Learning Foreign Language: 
A Case Study. Language and Technology, 26-43.

Hoffman, J., & Paciga, K. (2014). Click, swipe, and read: Sharing e-books with toddlers and pres-
choolers. E. Early Childhood Education Journal, 379–388.

Jack, C., & Higgins, S. (2019). Embedding educational technologies in early years education. Rese-
arch in Learning Technology, 1-17.

Konstantinidis, A., Theodosiadou, D., & Pappos, C. (2013). WEB 2.0 TOOLS FOR SUPPORTING 
TEACHING. Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education-TOJDE, 287-295.



Web 2.0 Tools for Young Learners

143

Korat, O., & Segal-Drori, O. (2016). E-book and printed book reading in different contexts as 
emergent literacy facilitator. Early Education and Development, 532–550.

Lip, P. (2008). Helping Technophobic Teachers Ease the Burden of Marking with Easy-to-Use On-
line Quizzes. International Journal of Cyber Society and Education, 97-120.

Luo, Z. (2023). The Effectiveness of Gamified Tools for Foreign Language Learning (FLL): A Sys-
tematic Review. behavioral science, 1-15.

Neumann, M. (2016). Young children’s use of touch screen tablets for writing and reading at home: 
Relationships with emergent literacy. Computers & Education, 61-68.

Rogow, F. (2014). Media literacy in early childhood education: Inquiry-based technology integra-
tion. . C. Donohue içinde, Technology and digital media in the early years (s. 123-135). Rout-
ledge.

Verhoeven, L., Voeten, M., van Setten, E., & Seger. (2020). Computer-supported early literacy in-
tervention effects in preschool and kindergarten: A meta-analysis. Educational Research and 
Reviews, 1-22.



145

CHAPTER  11

ENGAGING YOUNG LEARNERS THROUGH 
TECHNOLOGY AND MULTIMEDIA

Aytaç TÜRKBEN 1

OVERVIEW OF 21ST CENTURY SKILLS

Educators who began or completed their education in the 20th century found 
themselves in an educational and training environment where individuals were 
eager for the many technological innovations that emerged in the 21st century. 
Throughout human history, technological advancements have developed and 
spread over a long period of time. It is widely acknowledged that the process of 
inventing, innovating, and diffusing new ideas is time-consuming. However, in 
the 21st century, this process has accelerated significantly, with new inventions 
being presented almost daily for the benefit of humanity. Due to recent tech-
nological advancements, inventing new products has become easier than ever 
before. Additionally, it is highly likely that new versions of existing products will 
be released in a short period of time. It is now a common occurrence for these 
products to be widely adopted and used globally.

All of these developments have been grouped under the heading of ‘21st cen-
tury skills’, which the new generation, responsible for shaping our future, is ex-
pected to possess. Generally, 21st century skills can be categorised under three 
headings, as outlined in the ‘Research on 21st Century Skills and Values’ report 
prepared by the Presidency of the Board of Education and Discipline. The re-
port ‘Skills and Values for the 21st Century’ was prepared by the Presidency of 
the Board of Education and Discipline. It outlines three categories of skills: (1) 
Learning and Innovation Skills, (2) Life and Occupational Skills, and (3) Infor-
mation, Media and Technology Skills (Presidency of the Board of Education and 
1 Lec., Gendarmerie and Coast Guard Academy, aytac.turkben@jsga.edu.tr,  
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tasks such as speaking exercises, watching films with native speakers, and mon-
itoring their progress. To teach vocabulary effectively, it is recommended to use 
images. The durability of the information is positively affected by how it is applied.

BUSUU

Busuu is a social network designed for language learning, with over 100 million 
users worldwide. The app offers 12 different language courses, including Turk-
ish, divided into four distinct levels: A1, A2, B1, and B2, each containing 25-30 
lessons. These topics are divided into separate sections such as courses, meals, 
travel, and business meetings. Tasks involve writing, speaking, and practice. The 
application allows users to communicate with each other and correct mistakes.

The field of education has numerous prospects due to modern technologies. 
When organizing, implementing, and developing these opportunities, it is im-
portant to consider the interests and requirements of the target group. It is worth 
noting that many technologies that have been cultivated for ages or even millen-
nia have been developed in the past fifty years, thanks to the technical advance-
ments of the 21st century. Young pupils have a natural curiosity and boundless 
imagination. It is important to fully utilize the opportunities presented by their 
age, especially in regards to language learning and teaching. It is important to 
remember that in the future, academics will document technical advancements 
discovered or created by the individuals we have nurtured. This will leave a his-
torical record similar to our own.
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CHAPTER  12

APPROACHES TO FOREIGN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION 
FOR YOUNG LEARNERS IN SCHOOL SETTINGS

Mehmet Sena ATAŞ 1 
Haydar ÖZDEMİR 2

Language is the mirror of the human mind and the unit of social culture.

In today’s rapidly developing modern world, individuals are interested in ed-
ucation, migration, economic, personal development, etc. For various reasons, 
they feel the need to learn a foreign language other than their mother tongue 
(Babayiğit & Çelik, 2023 ; Balcı & Babayiğit, 2023). It has become inevitable to 
know a foreign language in order to keep up with and catch up with the changes 
in the rapidly developing world due to technological developments. In order to 
keep up with the modern changes taking place in the world, countries are mak-
ing policies and plans for their citizens. A significant share of these investments 
is also given to education. There is a parallel relationship between a country’s 
development level and education level.

Language education has an important place among the training provided. 
Language is the sounds and symbols that people use to communicate and com-
municate with each other at an unknown time. According to Aksan (2000), lan-
guage is a mysterious entity that suddenly appears before our eyes, has chang-
ing qualities when examined from different angles, and some of its secrets we 
still cannot solve. This is seen as a phenomenon that can be associated with and 
brings together societies as well as people and all fields that cannot be consid-
ered separately from them, such as science, art and technology (Babayiğit, 2020 
; Babayiğit, 2021). Since language is a complex and mysterious phenomenon, it 
has been and continues to be the subject of many studies. In order to understand 

1 Asst. Prof., Hakkari University,  dr.atasmehmet@gmail.com, ORCID iD:  0000-0002-2041-1523 
2 Asst. Prof., Hakkari University, haydarozdemir@hakkari.edu.tr, ORCID iD: 0000-0001-8621-7988



THE ESSENTIALS OF TEACHING ENGLISH TO YOUNG LEARNERS

184

Method that teaching grammar rules is given by compressing them into struc-
tures and thus keeping them in the background. Since grammar rules are neces-
sary to use the language better, it would be beneficial to give more importance to 
them in language teaching (Memiş & Erdem 2013).
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CHAPTER  13

ENHANCING LANGUAGE LEARNING FOR YOUNG 
LEARNERS THROUGH SHORT STORIES

Serdar TAKVA 1

INTRODUCTION

Teaching English to learners with different levels and cultural backgrounds re-
quires integrating innovative and promising methods which are likely to help 
them improve the skills necessary to communicate in the target language. One of 
these strategies is unquestionably using literature accepted as authentic material, 
including the linguistic and cultural aspects of the language learnt. Although 
considered boring, time-consuming and hard to understand, literature provides 
learners with great opportunities to experience the language authentically, and 
fosters internalisation through active participation thus, leads to social and cul-
tural awareness.

Short stories as one of the sub-genres of literature are effective materials to 
introduce the target language to learners through brief expression. They contain 
linguistic features of the target language and give insights into human nature, in-
terpersonal relations and mutual interaction between nature and human beings 
(Kasap,2020 ; Kasap, 2023). Short stories owing to their length and rich contents, 
foster language acquisition by enabling the learners to practice the language as 
active participants rather than passive listeners. As the motivation is to promote 
interaction in language classes, short-written stories initiate communication and 
maintain group work and individual performance. If carefully chosen, short sto-
ries are likely to pave the way for extensive reading since long works such as nov-
els and poetry may discourage learners because of their unique use of structures 
and vocabulary. The learners may find short stories readable and they will have a 
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the use of stories, it can be claimed that this literary genre contributes to the 
competencies of students with different levels and interests. Short stories are en-
tertaining and enojoyable to be used in EFL classes and instructors can turn the 
courses into a stage where learners try to perform the core of the story. Finally, 
it should be kept in mind that short stories must be simplified if they are too 
over the learners’ levels and teachers should benefit from colorful materials to 
appeal to the interests of learners since young learners are easily attracted by 
illustrations.
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CHAPTER  14

BRIDGING THE LANGUAGE GAP: STRATEGIES FOR 
TEACHING ENGLISH TO YOUNG LEARNERS IN 

MULTILINGUAL CLASSROOMS

Özgül GÜLTEKİN TALAYHAN 1

The bygone era of homogeneous classrooms, reflecting a singular culture and 
language, has yielded to the transformative forces of globalization within the 
realm of education. This paradigm shift has metamorphosed educational set-
tings into dynamic hubs of diversity, where students hailing from diverse corners 
of the globe converge, fostering an environment conducive to shared learning 
and the exchange of unique experiences. This intricate tapestry of languages and 
cultures simultaneously bequeaths exhilarating prospects and formidable chal-
lenges for educators, especially those specializing in the domain of English Lan-
guage Teaching (ELT), which encompasses both English as a Second Language 
(ESL) and English as a Foreign Language (EFL).

The conventional, pedagogically rigid “one-size-fits-all” approach succumbs 
to obsolescence in the face of multilingual learning environments. The exigen-
cies of effective teaching now dictate the adoption of a nuanced and adaptable 
pedagogical strategy. This chapter undertakes an exploration of the intricacies 
involved in navigating these diverse learning spaces. It delineates the challeng-
es educators encounter, ranging from addressing varying levels of English pro-
ficiency to bridging cultural divides. However, within the labyrinth of these 
challenges, abundant opportunities abound. Multilingual classrooms serve as 
crucibles for cultivating a dynamic milieu wherein students not only acquire a 
new language but also cultivate indispensable 21st-century skills such as critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and intercultural understanding (Cebi & Babayiğit, 
2021;Çelik & Babayiğit, 2023).
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teaching English in multilingual classrooms and develop effective strategies to 
support the diverse needs of learners in these settings. This will ultimately con-
tribute to the creation of more inclusive and equitable educational experiences 
for all students.
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CHAPTER  15

MULTILINGUALISM AND ITS TEACHING & LANGUAGE 
AND MOTHER TONGUE

Haydar ÖZDEMİR1  
Mehmet Sena ATAŞ 2 

Language is a chain of all kinds of sounds and signs that reveal the depths of 
the human mind.

LANGUAGE, MOTHER TONGUE AND MULTILINGUALISM

Humans have shown the tendency to live together throughout the known his-
torical process. Human beings have formed small communities by fusing with 
other individuals in order to make sense of and facilitate life (Güvenç, 1995). 
Language is one of the main achievements of living together. It can be said that 
the existence of language is equivalent to the existence of human beings (Uygur, 
1962). Chomsky (1965) claims that the language ability belonging to human be-
ings is given to them from birth. According to him, the mind structure of human 
beings has a mechanism that enables them to acquire language from birth. This 
mechanism, which he calls the language acquisition device, enables a newborn 
baby to acquire language in a long period of time despite being exposed to a 
limited number of language inputs from its parents and environment; in other 
words, it enables it to produce an unlimited amount of production with a limit-
ed number of inputs. While Saussure (1985) defines language as “a mechanism 
composed of signs and signs”, Adalı (1982) defines it as “the means of expres-
sion of human communities”. Language has been the most important tool that 
keeps people together, ensures their socialisation and is used by the individual 
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CHAPTER  16

TEACHING ENGLISH TO YOUNG LEARNERS THROUGH 
AUTHENTIC MATERIALS

Bilal KARACA 1

INTRODUCTION

Importance of Early Language Learning

The significance of early language learning, particularly in the context of ac-
quiring a foreign language, cannot be overstated in today’s globalized society. 
Research consistently demonstrates that young children possess a remarkable 
capacity to learn new languages with relative ease compared to older learners 
(Snow & Hoefnagel-Höhle, 1978). This ability is largely due to the heightened 
plasticity of their developing brains, which facilitates more efficient language 
acquisition and processing (Bialystok, 2016). Introducing foreign language ed-
ucation at an early age not only promotes linguistic proficiency but also yields 
numerous cognitive, social, and academic benefits.

One of the primary advantages of learning a foreign language at a young age 
is the enhancement of cognitive development. Studies have shown that bilin-
gual children exhibit superior problem-solving skills, creativity, and multitask-
ing abilities (Gunnerud et al., 2020). The cognitive flexibility required to switch 
between languages strengthens executive functions and fosters mental agility 
(Adesope et al., 2010). Additionally, early foreign language learning is linked to 
improved memory retention and attention control, skills that are applicable to 
other areas of learning and everyday life (Blom et al., 2014).

Beyond cognitive benefits, early exposure to a foreign language fosters cul-
tural awareness and empathy. Children who learn a foreign language often gain 
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CONCLUSION

The use of authentic materials in young learners’ language education is of par-
amount importance. These materials provide learners with meaningful and 
practical language experiences that traditional textbooks often lack. By exposing 
students to real-world language use, authentic materials help them develop es-
sential communication skills, cultural awareness, and a deeper understanding of 
the language in context.

Furthermore, authentic materials foster engagement and motivation, making 
language learning more enjoyable and relevant. They support cognitive develop-
ment by challenging learners to think critically and creatively, and they enhance 
social skills through interactive and collaborative activities. In a globalized world 
where cross-cultural communication is increasingly vital, the ability to under-
stand and use a foreign language authentically is an invaluable asset.

In conclusion, integrating authentic materials into the ELT curriculum for 
young learners not only enriches the educational experience but also equips stu-
dents with the skills and knowledge needed for real-world success. Educators 
are encouraged to embrace these materials, leveraging available resources and 
community support to create a dynamic and effective language learning envi-
ronment. Through thoughtful planning and innovative practices, authentic ma-
terials can significantly contribute to the holistic development and future pre-
paredness of young language learners.
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CHAPTER  17

TOTAL PHYSICAL RESPONSE STRATEGIES FOR 
YOUNG LANGUAGE LEARNERS

Yücel YILDIZ 1 

Gülcan YILDIZ 2

INTRODUCTION

Total Physical Response or TPR is a language teaching method based on the idea 
that language is learned better when accompanied with physical movements. 
Most learners, particularly young ones, have a short attention span and can’t 
keep their focus on the learning process for a long time. They lose their attach-
ment to the class before long. TPR works well here because it enables learners to 
respond physically. TPR makes use of rhythm and physical movements to lover 
stress level and anxiety. Additionally, TPR is a method which takes advantage 
from first language acquisition. When someone is exposed to first language, they 
do not respond verbally first; rather, they initially benefit from physical move-
ment then they combine physical movements with verbal communication which 
is the point of origin for TPR. So, a kind of acquiring process takes place instead 
of memorizing concrete chunks and vocabularies. As well as being used with 
adults, TPR especially addresses young learners whose needs and characteristics 
are relatively different.

TPR is a language teaching method designed by James Asher based on his 
observations. Combination of bodily movements and oral language attracts the 
attention on the first stage. The instructor gives the instructions accompanied 
his/her bodily movements and the learners respond with the help of their bod-
ily-kinesthetic movements, which lovers stress level and enhances motivation 
and desire to learn. Given that TPR based upon the way children learn their 
1 Van Yüzüncü Yıl University, onelyyucel65@outlook.com, ORCID iD: 0000-0002-2465-6675
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CHAPTER  18

DEVELOPING LISTENING AND SPEAKING SKILLS IN 
YOUNG LEARNERS

Turan PALABIYIK 1

INTRODUCTION

The contemporary landscape of foreign language learning reflects a significant 
shift in focus, driven by evolving technological, cultural, social, and educational 
goals (Ahundjanova, 2022). This shift prioritizes the acquisition and develop-
ment of listening and speaking skills. Research suggests a reciprocal relationship 
between these skills. Comprehension, established through listening, serves as a 
foundation for effective verbal communication (Gültekin-Talayhan & Babayiğit, 
2023). Conversely, clear and accurate speaking facilitates successful listening by 
promoting mutual understanding. Consequently, outlining activities, exercises, 
and strategies that target the development of both listening and speaking skills 
becomes a pedagogical imperative.

For learners, particularly younger ones, establishing rapport and effectively 
communicating are crucial for acquiring listening and speaking skills (Nikolov 
& Timpe-Laughlin, 2021). This is especially true in the context of foreign lan-
guage learning. Educators must recognize the inherent characteristics of this age 
group, such as their high energy level and active nature. By capitalizing on these 
traits, educators can leverage game-based and interactive activities to promote 
language acquisition.

In conclusion, fostering a strong foundation in listening and speaking skills 
necessitates active and enthusiastic participation from learners. To achieve this, 
educators must employ a multi-sensory approach, stimulating auditory, visual, 
tactile, and kinesthetic modalities to cater to the specific learning styles of this 
age group.
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 ▶ Action should be taken in a way that alleviates concerns and fears.

CONCLUSION

In this chapter, we have explored the significance of listening and speaking skills 
in language education. We have emphasized the importance of creating engag-
ing and interactive activities that cater to the unique characteristics of young 
learners. We have also provided an overview of various activities and strategies 
that can be employed to foster the development of listening and speaking skills.

By implementing the suggestions outlined in this chapter, educators can ef-
fectively promote language acquisition and enhance communication abilities in 
their students. By fostering a positive and supportive learning environment, pro-
viding ample opportunities for practice, and utilizing a variety of engaging activ-
ities, educators can equip students with the necessary skills to become proficient 
and confident communicators in the target language.

It is important to note that language learning is a continuous process that 
requires ongoing effort and dedication. By providing students with the tools and 
resources they need to succeed, educators can empower them to embark on a 
lifelong journey of language exploration and discovery.
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