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One of the most important historical events, which has preserved its mystery since 
Antiquity, is the Flood and the question of where the Ark built by Noah, along with 

its passengers, landed. A reason why the topic has remained current in almost all ages is 
the fact that the Flood has been mentioned in the holy scriptures of the three Abrahamic 
religions, namely the Torah, the Bible and the Koran. 

The Flood was not confined to the era during which it occurred but became a subject 
of legends in almost all eras. So much so that the Flood is chief among legends that have 
spread across the globe. This interesting legend was transmitted from generation to 
generation under different names, although the subject remained unchanged.  Without 
doubt, the region in which the legend is most widespread is Mesopotamia and its vicinity, 
where the event occurred. 

Although holy scriptures and many historical sources mention the flood and the Ark 
built by Noah, accounts on where the Ark actually landed with the creatures it contained 
vary. Therefore, research on the possible location of Noah’s Ark still continues. 

The belief that Noah’s Ark is located on Mount Ararat or its close vicinity became the 
subject of stories and myths, as well as epigrams and poems, composed by people living 
in Eastern and Northeastern Anatolia. Many epigrams and poems have been composed 
about Mount Ararat and the Ark built by Noah, not only in Anatolia, but also in Armenia, 
Russia, Iran, Nakhchivan and Azerbaijan. However, 90% of the epigrams and poems were 
composed in Anatolia. Currently, the oldest among such poetry is the poem “Ağrı Dağı” 
(Mount Ararat) composed by the Azerbaijani folk poet Kızılvenkli Aşık Ali (1801-1911).

According to the systematic research we have been conducting since 2005, the epigrams 
and poetry about “Mount Ararat, the Flood and Noah’s Ark” started to be composed 
immediately after the severe earthquake that occurred on 20 June 1840 in the Yakup Valley 
to the northeast of Mount Ararat. The topic has not yet been found in epigrams and poetry 
written before that date, but our research on the matter continues. 

Currently there are three different popular beliefs and legends regarding the location 
where Noah’s Ark landed after the Flood: the first of these locations is Sefine (Ship) Hill on 
Mount Cudi in Şırnak, the second is Mount Ararat, and the third is the “Ship Rock” and 
its vicinity in Nakhchivan. The fact that all three of these regions are located in the Turkic 
geography indicates that this land has immense historical value, and that the life of the Turkic 
peoples is intertwined with this 5500-year-old legend as if it had occurred only yesterday. 

The Koran claims that Noah’s Ark landed on Mount Cudi, while the Torah and the 
Bible point to the Mountainous Ararat (Hari Ararat) region. Moreover, the fact that Noah’s 

II
PREFACE
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