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ETHNOBOTANICAL AWARENESS LEVEL OF 
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS ON PLANTS 

SPECIFIC TO THE REGION THEY LIVE IN

CHAPTER 4
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INTRODUCTION

Ethnobotany is a term formed by the combination of the Greek words ethnikos/
ethnos (people) and botanikos/botane (plant) and means folk botany. It can be 
briefly defined as the plant-human relationship (Albuquerque and Hanazaki, 
2010 as cited in Bellikçi, 2020). Ethnobotany is a multidisciplinary branch of sci-
ence that investigates plant-human relationships (Ertuğ, F. 2006). Ethnobotanical 
studies aim to record the information that people have transferred from genera-
tion to generation about plants for centuries. It tries to understand the interaction 
of humans with plants.

The history of ethnobotany can be considered equivalent to the history of hu-
manity. Because the plant-human relationship is as old as the existence of hu-
manity (Bellikçi, 2020). According to archaeological findings from ancient times, 
people primarily used plants to obtain food and solve health problems (Höft et 
al., 1999; WHO, 2002; Baytop, 2003). This information, obtained through trial 
and error, has survived to the present day with some changes and developments 
in how it is used throughout the ages. As a result of the bond between humans 
and plants that has been going on for centuries, the field of ethnobotany, whose 
importance is recognized by the world today and where serious research is carried 
out, was born (Kendir & Güvenç, 2010).
1	 Ministry of National Education, Bolu Science High School, biyolog1414@gmail.com 

ORCID iD:  0000-0002-8994-9144
2	 Gazi University, Gazi Education Faculty, Department of Biology, Ankara. tatici@gmail.com  

ORCID iD: 0000-0002-3396-3407



GLOBETS 2023 Educational Technology and Science Research

- 70 -

The awareness levels of students studying biology and science teaching can be 
measured and their awareness of the subject can be increased. Again, the aware-
ness of actively working with preschool, classroom, science, and biology teachers 
can be determined and increased, and the issue of biodiversity can be handled by 
its purpose and scope.

The study can generally be applied in different regions, and statistical values 
can be reached by applying it to a larger number of samples. For this purpose, na-
ture trips, carrying living samples to the classroom environment, and interviews 
with students’ parents regarding ethnobotany can be provided.
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Supplementary: Local Ethnobotanical Awareness Scale


