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Elinizdeki bu kitap, Nazilli'ye olan sevgimizi ve baglihgimizi Cumhuriyetimizin 100.
Yilinda yansitmak amaciyla yazilmis bir anidir.

Nazilli, dogasinda bulunan essiz fauna ve florasiyla yiizyillar boyunca pek ¢ok farkl
uygarliga ilham verdi, medeniyetleri zenginlestirdi. Mistik daglar, mitolojik Biiyuk
Menderes Nehri’'nin ve kollarinin suladigi verimli ovalariyla, bu topraklarda yasayan
insanlarin kaltiarlerini ve kimliklerini sekillendirdi.

Son yillarda Nazilli ve cevresinin erken tarihine yonelik yiiritilen arkeolojik
calismalarin bulgulari ve sonuclari; Antikcag’da bu cografyada var olan kiiltiirlerin,
bolge kulturleri, Ege, Akdeniz ve merkezi Anadolu kiiltiirleri ile olan iligkilerini,
etkilerini ve 6nemini gostermesi bakimindan oldukca kiymetlidir. Nazilli’'ye, tarihin
erken donemlerinde olan bu ilginin, sonrasinda Bizans, Selcuklu ve Osmanl
uygarliklaniyla da kesintisiz bir sekilde devam ettigini gormekteyiz. Dolayisiyla,
bugiin sahip oldugumuz tarihsel ve kultlirel birikim, esasinda bu topraklarin kékli
ruhunu temsil etmektedir.

Nazilli’'nin dogal ve tarihi zenginliklerinin yaninda, folklorik zenginlikleri de kendine
o6zgudir. Aslinda bu 6zginliik, kiiltiirel cesitliligin bir sonucudur. Inanglari, ritielleri,
gelenekleri, kiyafetleri, essiz gastronomik degerleri ile lezzetleri, el sanatlar ve
festivalleriyle Nazilli, s6z konusu kulturel cesitliligi en giizel sekilde yansitmaktadir.
Farkh kultiirlerin senteze kavusturuldugu Nazilli'de, 6zellikle Osmanli dénemi ile
iliskili geleneksel kent dokusunun yansitildigi pek ¢cok tarihi yapi1 bulunmaktadir. Bu
killtdr varliklan mimari 6zellikleri, ahsap isciligi ve siisleme sanati gibi bir ¢ok
hedenle oldukca essiz Ozellikler tagimaktadir. Benzer sekilde Nazillimiz’in farkh
lokasyonlarinda bulunan camiler, tiirbeler, yatirlar, dergahlar, ziyaret ve adak yerleri
ile s6z konusu kutsal mekan ve evliyalarla ilgili menkibeler yéremizin inan¢ turizmi
potansiyelini de g6zler 6niine sermektedir.

Tum bunlarla birlikte Nazilli’'miz, Cumhuriyet tarihi agisindan da ayrica bir 6nem arz
etmektedir. Cumhuriyetimizin kurucusu Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’iin 6nderliginde
baslatilan biyik endistriyel devrimin ve kiiltiirel doniisimiin baslatildigi Nazilli
Basma Fabrikasi, Turk tekstil sanayisinin bir donum noktasini temsil etmektedir.
Basma fabrikasi, ayni zamanda Nazilli halki tarafindan sosyal, ekonomik ve kulturel
gelismelerin yasandigi, modern bir okul olarak kabul edilmistir. Bugtin biz, Atamizin
Nazilli'ye olan ilgisini saygiyla yad ederken, O’nun gelecekte Nazilli'ye olan
ovgusiine de bir vasiyet olarak sahip cikmakta, yukledigi sorumlulugu
omuzlarimizda tasimaktayiz.

Okuyucular bir kesif yolculuguna cikaran bu kitap; benzersiz gizellikleri, somut ve
somut olamayan Kkiltiirel mirasi ile sadece ulkemizde yasayan konuklar degil ayni
zamanda Nazilli’yi ziyaret eden yabanci konuklarimiza da degerli bilgiler veren bir
rehber kitap Ozelligi tasimaktadir. Umarnm, kitabin sayfalarini cevirdiginizde
Nazilli'nin turizm potansiyelini daha iyi anlar, bu cekicilikleri kesfetme arzusuyla
dolar ve bu topraklarin biyistne kapilirsiniz.

Bu kitabin hazirlanmasina katki saglayan herkese tesekkiir ederim.

Cumhuriyetin 100. yili kutlu olsun.

Kiirsat Engin OZCAN
Nazilli Beled
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PREFACE

This book in your hands is a memoir written to reflect our love and devotion to Nazilli
on the 100th anniversary of our Repubilic.

Nazilli has inspired and enriched many different civilizations for centuries with its
unique fauna and flora found in its nature. With its mystical mountains and fertile
plains irrigated by the Buyuk Menderes River and its tributaries, it shaped the
cultures and identities of the people living in these lands.

The findings and results of archaeological studies carried out in recent years on the
early history of Nazilli and its surroundings are very valuable in terms of showing the
relations, effects and importance of the cultures that existed in this geography in
Antiquity with the cultures of the region, the Aegean, the Mediterranean and the
central Anatolian cultures. We see that this interest in Nazilli in the early periods of
history continued uninterruptedly with the Byzantine, Seljuk and Ottoman
civilizations. Therefore, the historical and cultural accumulation we have today
actually represents the deep-rooted spirit of these lands.

In addition to the natural and historical riches of Nazilli, its folkloric riches are also
unique. In fact, this originality is a result of cultural diversity. Nazilli reflects this
cultural diversity in the best way with its beliefs, rituals, traditions, clothes, unique
gastronomic values and tastes, handicrafts and festivals.

In Nazilli, where different cultures are synthesized, there are many historical
buildings that reflect the traditional urban texture, especially related to the Ottoman
period. These cultural assets have unique features for many reasons such as their
architectural features, wood craftsmanship and decorative arts. Similarly, mosques,
mausoleums, tombs, dervish lodges, places of pilgrimage and dedication, and
legends about these holy places and saints located in different locations of Nazilli
also reveal the faith tourism potential of our region.

Along with all these, our Nazilli is also important in terms of the history of the
Republic. Nazilli Basma Factory, where the great industrial revolution and cultural
transformation initiated under the leadership of Gazi Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the
founder of our Republic, represents a turning point in the Turkish textile industry. The
chintz factory was also accepted by the people of Nazilli as a modern school where
social, economic and cultural developments were experienced. Today, while we
respectfully commemorate our ancestor’s interest in Nazilli, we also take up his
praise for Nazilli in future as a will, and we carry the responsibility he has entrusted
on our shoulders.

This book, which takes the readers on a journey of discovery, is a guide book that
provides valuable information not only to our guests living in our country, but also to
our foreign guests visiting Nazilli, with its unique beauties, tangible and intangible
cultural heritage. | hope that when you turn the pages of the book, you will
understand Nazilli’'s tourism potential beter, be filled with desire to discover these
attractions and fall under the spell of these lands.

| would like to thank everyone who contributed to the preparation of this book.

Happy 100th anniversary of the Republic.

Kiirsat Engin OZCAN
Mayor of Nazilli
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