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HERNIA EXAMINATION

CHAPTER  8

Kürşat DİKMEN1

A hernia that occurs when an organ or fatty tissue pushes through a weak spot or 
opening in the surrounding muscle or connective tissue. This can create a bulge 
or protrusion under the skin, often causing pain or discomfort.

The most common type of hernia occurs in the abdominal area when part of 
the intestine or abdominal tissue pushes through a weak area in the abdominal 
wall, forming a bulge or lump under the skin. Abdominal hernias are almost 
always associated with the peritoneum.

Hernias can develop in various regions of the body, such as the groin (inguinal 
hernia), the diaphragm (hiatal hernia), or the upper abdomen (umbilical hernia). 
They can be caused by a combination of factors, including muscle weakness, 
strain, heavy lifting, obesity, or previous surgical incisions.

Abdominal wall hernias often result from chronic (long-term) increase in 
intra-abdominal pressure. The main reasons for increased intra-abdominal 
pressure include:

• Heavy lifting
• Presence of diseases causing chronic cough, such as asthma, chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and cystic fibrosis

1 M.D., Assoc. Professor, Department of General Surgery, Gazi University Medical Faculty, 
kursatdikmen@hotmail.com, ORCID iD: 0000-0002-9150-9499



Hernia Examination

· 135 ·

References
1. The Hernia Surge Group, International guidelines for groin hernia management. (2018). Her-

nia. 22(1):1–165. 
2. Brunicardi F, Andersen DK, Billiar TR, Dunn DL, Kao LS, Hunter JG, Matthews JB, Pollock 

RE (Eds). (2019). Schwartz’s Principles of Surgery, 11e. McGraw-Hill. 
3. Montgomery J, Dimick JB, Telem DA. Management of Groin Hernias in Adults. (2018). 

JAMA. 320:1029.
4. Öberg S, Rosenberg J. Contemporary inguinal hernia management. (2022). Br J Surg. 109:244.
5. Dunphy JE, Botsford TW. Physical examination of the surgical patient. (1959). 2e. W. B. 

Saunders Co.


