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Chapter 1

THE FUTURE OF THE DECONCENTRATION  
CONCEPT IN TURKEY

Abdullah AYDIN1

INTRODUCTION

The main reason for the emergence of the state is to provide certain services. 
It needs to establish an organization to meet the common needs of society. The 
administrative organization is formed in connection with the political system, 
historical experiences and social and economic structure of the state concerned. 
In this sense, it can easily be said that centrism is in the forefront in Turkey. Tur-
key, in this matter of organization, especially after the Republican administration, 
is more evident. It should be underlined, however, that centralism in the admi-
nistrative organization is recognized and implemented, particularly as it helps 
to implement centralist policies. This point is a requirement of the quality of the 
single state. As it is known, a single unitary state is applied to everyone with a 
homogeneous functioning, that is, a single rule regarding the functioning of the 
system. In institutional terms, it is possible to characterize the monist state as the 
whole of the people to comply with the same, one constitution, one legislature 
and one legal system. In the federal state, the constitution, the legislature and 
the federal legal system are located above the constitution, legislative and legal 
system of each federal state. In the organization of the administration, the exis-
tence of two systems is observed in the practices in history and today. These are 
centralized administration and decentralized administration. These systems are 
directly related to the historical backgrounds of the countries and have been sha-
ped under social, economic and cultural factors. In this sense, it cannot be said 
that in any country, one of these systems is applied alone in absolute terms. An 
application towards a rigid centralized administration is no longer possible. The-
refore, the principle is now referred to and applied together with the principle of 
deconcentration. Regardless of the state system, the principle of deconcentration 
is an institutional choice and relates to the regulation of authority within the ins-
titutional structure. It refers to the distribution of decision-making authority in 
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Elected mayor system for Turkey is not possible to say that the very near fu-
ture. If, however, if this concept deconcentration re-interpreted in the context of 
Turkey’s situation can go on to further narrowed down the road. For this purpose, 
firstly brought by Law No. 6360, but only the metropolitan municipalities in the 
case of the boundary of the province (previously only in Istanbul and Kocaeli) in 
all provinces to be spread to all provinces, then the governor and mayor may be 
merged.

Deconcentration granted to governors continues to shrink in any way, regard-
less of whether the current situation is maintained or whether it is the elected go-
vernor’s system. This contraction is inevitable in the future to compress governors 
to a narrower service area.
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