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Chapter 8

DEBATES ABOUT FASCISM IN COMINTERN

R. Berker BANK1

INTRODUCTION

The main problematic discussed in this study aims to comprehend the reasons 
for the rise of the fascist movements arising in Germany and Italy, in particular 
based on different viewpoints, the boundaries of which are determined by the 
Marxist worldview.

Considering the methodological difficulties of the conceptualization of fas-
cism, it is necessary to point out the inadequacy of partial approaches. The eco-
nomic, social, psychological and ideological moments of the emergence of fas-
cism are often dissociated and analyzed in isolation. For example, the ideological 
bases of irrational philosophy, which legitimize the irrational philosophy’s acts of 
fascism manifest themselves in the foregrounding of will and action. It asserts that 
it does not control life, on the contrary life controls the mind; that great things 
in history are not the product of intelligence, but heroic will, that what protects 
the rights is not thought, but herd instinct or racial intuition in the blood; and 
that greatness will be achieved when the desire to be strong exceeds physical and 
spiritual barriers. This irrationality has combined two opposing but emotionally 
compatible tendencies: (a) worshiping the nation, (b) worshiping the great man 
(Sabine, 2000: 358-64). Moreover, that Darwinism’s natural selection principle is 
adapted to society in the way that the strong survive; anti-positivism’s opposition 
to progressivism that historicism rejects the common human nature form the im-
portant pillars of fascist ideology.

The philosophical movements of irrationality and vitalism, whose historical 
and intellectual roots date back to the French Revolution, have significantly formed 
a basis of imperialist expansionism, which developed under the conditions of fas-
cism. For example, the irrationality of Schelling, Schopenhauer and Kierkegaard 
(Lukâcs, 2006a) and the vitalism of Diltley, Simmel, Spengler, Scheler, Klages, 
Jünger, and Rosenberg (2006b) have an important place in terms of constituting 
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associated with the development level of the economy. In his terms, the first deter-
minations in Comintern were limited to the establishment of a direct relationship 
between the development level of the economy and the phenomena. In Italy, the 
rule of fascism succeeded in a country in which the industry had not reached 
the development level of the countries where a more evolved state of capitalism 
was experienced, and the relations were partially based on agriculture. Within the 
capitalist development process, in Germany, which had evolved its industry, it was 
impossible for fascism to rule. After fascism gained power in Germany following 
Italy, opposite views started to be developed in Comintern. This time, unlike the 
previous opinion, the reasons fascism gained power were explained with its level 
of development in the industrial area. Thus, capitalism would inevitably lead to 
the process ending in collapse following the advancement of the social-financial 
structure in a linear line. Similarly, the rise of fascism had emerged as a reaction 
to this inevitable moment of capitalism’s time of the collapse.

Poulantzas’ fascism analysis is developed on the basis of a criticism of the 
evaluations made in Comintern. In his terms, the fascism evaluations made in 
Comintern are based on economism, and the effects of class struggle at the ide-
ological and political levels have not been emphasized adequately. According to 
him, fascism is a reality of the age of imperialism. However, the imperialism phe-
nomenon should be understood as a whole in which the “political,” “ideologi-
cal,” and “economic” levels forming the given social formation are integrated in 
a specific way determined by the economic level in the last instance. Therefore, a 
fascism analysis based on the class struggle should not be made on the basis of 
the effects caused by the economic level alone, but also the effects arising at the 
political and ideological levels.
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