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CHAPTER 10

TEACHING OTHER RELIGIONS IN RELIGIOUS 
CULTURE AND MORAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE 

PROGRAMS AND TEXTBOOKS IN THE CONTEXT OF 
VALUES OF RESPECT AND TOLERANCE

Ramazan GÜREL1 

Introduction

Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge courses that have been taught under 
the constitutional guarantee as compulsory in the primary and secondary grades of 
formal education in Turkey since 1982 until today has taken it’s final state both as 
a program and as content, from time to time, with minor changes or a wide range 
of changes. Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge courses have been started to 
be given under the title of “Religion and Moral Knowledge” course in Primary and 
Secondary Education with the decision of 8.12.1981 day and 213 of the Board of Ed-
ucation and Teaching for the first time, then the program prepared according to this 
decision has gone into effect (Altaş, 2002); (Ay, 2013). The arrangements concern-
ing the name of the course known today was passed in 1986 and the name of “Re-
ligious Culture and Moral Knowledge” was accepted and the basic principles in the 
curriculum of the course were rearranged (Öcal, 2011). Following the amendments, 
the existing DKAB programs were accepted by the General Directorate of Teaching 
Education on 21.06.2006 dated and 1830 numbered proposal with the decision of 
the Board of Education and Teaching of Dec. 28.12.2006 and in accordance with law 
no 410, it has been accepted to be implemented since 2007-2008 academic year, it 
has made some changes on the current program with the decision of the Board of 
Education and Teaching of 328 dated 30.12.2010 (Kızılabdullah, 2016). Finally, in 
2018, DKAB programs were updated and shared with the public in a draft.

“Today, in determining the quality of religion in a country, it’s considered as an 
important variable whether or not information about religions other than the reli-
gion of the majority of the country’s population will be included in religious lessons 
and what kind of approach will be adopted in the teaching of these religions if it’s 
included. Pluralism in religious education, also predicts teaching more than one re-
ligion in religion lessons at the public schools (Kaymakcan, 2007); (Altaş, 2010). In 
recent times, intertwining of cultures and beliefs through many ways and their more 
observable conditions by each other has been regarded as a promising development 
for world peace and in this direction, steps have been taken through education and 
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approach of the programs the values of respect and tolerance in DKAB lecture pro-
grams have been considered from different perspectives taking into consideration 
criteria such as “the general aims of Turkish national education, primary and sec-
ondary education Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge Course Curriculum, the 
vision of the programs, the basic approaches, the characteristics and the principles 
underlying the development, the structure of the programs and the learning areas, 
the values that the programs handle, the learning-teaching processes and the role of 
the teacher in this process, learning areas”.

In Religious Culture and Moral Knowledge textbooks, it’s aimed to deliver respect 
and tolerance values to the students with the help of different units by centering 
principles and objectives such as “teaching the value of being beautiful, respectful 
and tolerant by emphasizing beautiful words and behaviors, introducing the princi-
ples that other religions put forward for all mankind emphasizing universal values, 
introducing to the students the values of respect and tolerance in the level of belief, 
creating consciousness in the students by revealing the tolerance of Islam to differ-
ent beliefs, values, and other religions in the context of religion-culture relation

The importance of values of respect and tolerance and the inoculation of these 
values into new generations becomes increasingly important for democratic and 
pluralistic societies. Related to the teaching of other religions units in DKAB course 
programs and books was seen as an important opportunity to speak such as “living 
together, sharing common values, contributing to via common values that religions 
of the world stand for”. For this purpose, the contents of the related units are en-
riched in terms of both theoretical and practical aspects, many instruments have 
been included in the textbooks that are necessary for students to learn at a sufficient 
level and to transform their knowledge into behavior so that they can develop a re-
spectful and tolerant attitude towards other members of religion and belief. In this 
sense, it is possible to say that the DKAB lessons taught in our country is successful 
helping students to develop a respectful and tolerant perspective to other religions 
in formal education in terms of program and content. 
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