
- 167 -

Chapter 12

AN EXAMINATION OF TURKISH SIGN  
LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN SPECIAL  
EDUCATION TEACHING PROGRAMS
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Pelin PİŞTAV AKMEŞE2

INTRODUCTION

Hearing loss, which can be genetic, structural, a result of a disease or related 
to the environmental factors, is defined as an individual’s loss of hearing abili-
ty and comprehension partly or totally (Sevinç, Aslan & Özkan, 2013). Age of 
diagnosis, type and level of the hearing loss, age and using time of hearing aid/
cochlear implant, use of FM (Frequency modulation system), age of starting spe-
cial education and duration of special education, educational environment, du-
ration of inclusive/special education are the factors which affect the education in 
hearing loss (Piştav Akmeşe, 2018, 2020). Besides these factors, support services 
provided to the individual and the family in the educational institutions and the 
individualized educational plans also affect the education (Diken & Batu, 2010; 
Kayhan, 2020; Sucuoğlu & Kargın, 2006). Factors related to the educational envi-
ronment (teacher, support services, program, characteristics of the family), teach-
ers’ knowledge level, knowledge about the aid, use of FM system status, making 
educational regulations, supporting family education and participation are highly 
significant (Rivkin, Hanushek & Kain, 2005; Şahlı & Belgin, 2011). The quality of 
education in educational institutions is largely related to the skills and the profes-
sional knowledge of the teachers about the needs of individuals with hearing im-
pairment and regulations related to the educational process. Because the teachers 
are primarily responsible for education. Thus, the teachers must be trained fully 
in their pre-vocational training to make the educational regulations for the stu-
dents with special needs of different type and level (Johnson et. al., 2004; Kayhan 
& Akçamete, 2019, Kayhan, 2020; Lewis & Doorlag, 1999; Sucuoğlu & Kargın, 
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2-	 The practices that the special education teachers use in their profession can be 
examined.

3-	 Competencies, materials, and opinions about preparing the educational con-
tent of the teachers who teach with sign language can be examined.

4-	 The opinions of the teachers who give sign language education about the effect 
of sign language on the children with hearing impairment can be examined.
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