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INTRODUCTION

Fishing and aquaculture, which started thousands of years ago in Egypt, in Chi-
na then Romans and spread to the world, gained momentum in Anatolia in the
20th century from the 1970s to the present. When we examine the period from
the 1500s before the republican period to the 1900s in Turkey, which symbolizes
abundance and fertility in ancient civilizations, we understand that fish and se-
afood are some of the subjects that are not given much importance. The subject
has gained importance due to official regulations on fishing since the 1950s in
our country. Aquaculture production amounts have been increasing rapidly in
recent years in Turkey as well as in the world. It is known that the sources differ
regarding when aquaculture, which is an important food source, started, and in
general, the aquaculture started officially with the enactment of Fisheries Law No.
1380 on 1971 March, 22. It is known that many studies have been carried out on
fisheries since the 1970s and before. However, in these studies, aquaculture gene-
rally focused on subjects such as fisheries, cooperatives, and education, and in ad-
dition to these, aquaculture was partly addressed. When we look at the studies on
the subject today, it has been observed that aquaculture started in the 1970s, and
comments were made on it, especially in scientific studies. However, the results
obtained as a result of the studies and investigations are quite surprising.

Accordingly, it was determined that there were breakthroughs in this direction
before 1950, and even the subject was mentioned during the Ottoman Empire,
and it was seen that aquaculture was started, albeit partially. This study;, it is ai-
med to examine and bring together the comprehensive “Aquaculture History of
Turkey” and present the preliminary information stage of the research, which is
planned to be presented as a book. For this purpose, it was found appropriate to

' Prof.Dr. Ege University, Faculty of Fisheries, Tiirkiye ali.korkut@ege.edu.tr

Assis. Prof.Dr. Ege University, Faculty of Fisheries, Tiirkiye kutsal.gamsiz@ege.edu.tr
Assis. Prof.Dr. Ege University, Faculty of Fisheries, Tiirkiye levent.yurga@ege.edu.tr

2

3

-1-



Innovative and Conceptual Definitions in Agriculture and Aquatic Sciences

Balikesir

M Marine aquaculture only ™ Inland aquaculture only
I Marine and inland aquaculture both

Figure 4. Provinces by marine and inland aquaculture

As a result, with this study, how the studies on the production of aquaculture

in Turkey developed and applied in the processes from the Ottoman Period to the

present day, and the scattered information, which was stated in many publications

in general, was tried to be brought together.
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