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Chapter 2

RELATIONSHIPS OF SIBLING ABUSE WITH FAMILY 
STRUCTURE AND PARENTS’ EDUCATION LEVEL 

AMONG MIDDLE SCHOOLERS IN TURKEY
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INTRODUCTION

Children generally interact with their parents from birth (Özgüven, 2001). 
Thus, parents both directly influence their children’s behavior and serve as a 
model for them through displaying their attitudes and behaviors during childrear-
ing (Ersoy, 2013). Regardless of families’ childrearing methods, children might 
be exposed to physical punishment accompanied by emotional harm. Particular-
ly, parents sometimes display violence or neglect behaviors that knowingly or 
unknowingly influence their children’s development negatively (Bahar, Savaş, & 
Bahar, 2009).

Child abuse is defined as any type of violence against children, and is seen 
frequently in Turkey, as in other countries (Polat, 2007). Abuse has a negative in-
fluence on the physical, mental, and psychological development of children (Aral 
& Gürsoy, 2001). While child abuse (including physical, sexual, and emotional 
abuse and neglect) occurs frequently and is an important social problem, the par-
ticular subset of child abuse known as sibling abuse has received little attention 
from researchers. Researchers have expressed that sibling abuse must be handled 
as a type of child abuse. Furthermore, they underlined that many people are un-
aware of sibling abuse, despite it being a very common and important problem 
(Finkelhor, Hamby, Turner et al., 2005).

In fact, sibling abuse might be the most common type of domestic violence, 
but is often ignored (Gelles & Stratus 1979a; Krienert & Walsh, 2011). Sibling re-
lationships generally last for long periods in people’s lives and strongly influence 
them, which means that sibling abuse, and ignorance of it, can have severe nega-
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In this study, we considered only several risk factors thought to be associated 
with sibling abuse (e.g., family structure and parents’ educational level). New 
studies should focus on other relevant variables not considered in this study. Con-
sidering that parents are generally the people who spend the most time with chil-
dren, we suggest that related institutions and organizations conduct educational 
studies and give seminars to raise awareness among parents to intervene with 
sibling victimization appropriately and effectively.
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