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CHAPTER 3
COMPARISON OF STUDENTS AT ECO-

SCHOOLS, ECO-SCHOOLS WITH GREEN 
FLAG AND ORDINARY PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

IN TERMS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY

Sönmez GİRGİN1

Yücel YÜKSEL2

INTRODUCTION

Environmental education is described as giving all the individuals of society 
information about environment, raising awareness about environmental issues, 
creating permanent changes in behaviour, and making individuals gets an active 
role in problem solving process (Özey, 2013). Environmental education has be-
come inevitably necessary in all societies because of the disruption of balance in 
nature. In addition to this, wellbeing of human must be considered together with 
wellbeing of environment. Besides, environmental problems sooner or later will 
reach the capacity that threatens human life. For these reasons, educational sys-
tem should bring up new generations who not only have a feeling of responsibility 
towards environment, but also try to create solutions, and practise what they learn 
and take action (Er, 2015).

Environmental education is a learning process that increases people’s knowl-
edge and awareness about the environment and associated challenges, develops 
the necessary skills and expertise to address the challenges, and fosters attitudes, 
motivations, and commitments to make informed decisions and take responsible 
action (UNESCO, Tbilisi Declaration, 1978). Environmentalists are trying to find 
solutions for a better life. In order to achieve that, teaching about environment 
issues and the preservation of the world’s environment has become increasingly 
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our era, more and more importance should be given to such similar environmen-
tal education-based schools, which educate individuals with high environmental 
awareness.
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