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Chapter 2

BIBLIOMETRIC ANALYSIS OF INTERNAL CONTROL, 
INTERNAL AUDITING AND CONTROL SELF-

ASSESSMENT
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Cihan YILMAZ2

1. INTRODUCTION

Although the terms of internal control and internal auditing seem to be dif-
ferent concepts, there is a close and strong relationship between them. Internal 
auditing is a function of internal control, which is under the latter but independent 
from it. Foreseeing, reducing, and detecting possible risks that enterprises might 
face, and creating the needed controls are provided by internal control system. As 
per the internal auditing, it provides information to the management concerning 
the internal controls, makes evaluations, and involves making various sugges-
tions. In this context, as a third eye, it assumes a task to evaluate the internal con-
trol structure. Ensuring the success, effectiveness, and evaluation of the internal 
control system is closely related with a successful internal auditing.

On the other hand, the success of the internal control and the implementations 
of the internal auditing, which is a part of the previous one, are better understood 
by an accurate evaluation of them. In this context, control self-assessment, which 
is used in evaluating the internal control system, is accepted as an important and 
preferred method to supplement and develop the traditional auditing. Control 
self-assessment means to evaluate the internal control system by the employees 
of the enterprise. Different from the traditional auditing approach, this evalua-
tion is comprised of different implementations such as working groups. Control 
self-assessment makes positive contributions to the development of the internal 
control system and to an increase in value of the internal auditing efforts. There 
is a strong, supplementary, and a deficiency-eliminating relationship among these 
three different concepts, which are extremely related with each other.
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relatively newer compared to the two other keywords and it is more available 
for future publications.

•	 The keywords “auditing, fraud, ethics, external auditing, external control, fi-
nancial scandals”, which are considered to be directly related with the concep-
ts that are subject to the study, are observed to be included in the first cluster 
and that their interaction power levels are quite high.

In this context, it draws attention that internal control, internal auditing, and 
control self-assessment fields are open to contribution concerning the scientific 
publications, particularly the limited number of the studies conducted on control 
self-assessment draws attention. It is necessary to increase the number of scientif-
ic publications in order to arouse the interest of the enterprises and to urge them 
to attach importance to these fields.
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