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Chapter 5

TURKISH SIGN LANGUAGE (TID) AS A MEANS OF 
COMMUNICATION AND ITS TRAINING

Pelin PİŞTAV AKMEŞE1

INTRODUCTION
Language, which is a social communication tool, is shaped by use and trans-

forms as the needs of the individuals change (İlkbaşaran, 2016). Natural human 
languages fall under two groups as sign languages which communicate with visu-
al methods and gestures and spoken languages that use auditory and voice meth-
ods. The deaf individuals use the sign language in order to communicate. Sign 
language consists of visual symbols in which hand, finger, face, head, mimic, 
gesture and whole body movements instead of auditory symbols (Arık, 2016; 
Armstrong & Wilcox, 2003; Kubuş, İlkbaşaran & Gilchrist, 2016). Thus, sign 
languages consist of both concrete and abstract concepts. They also have gram-
matical rules like spoken languages do. On the other hand, another characteristic 
of sign languages is that they are derived from spoken languages. For example, 
although England, United States of America and Australia speak English dialects 
the sign languages they use differ; these are English, American and Australia 
Sign Languages. All three languages are grammatically different both from En-
glish and from one another (Arık, 2016). Linguistic characteristics of the sign 
languages of the countries are unique to themselves. As in the spoken languages, 
the factors such as the order of the chosen signs with a specific rule, movements 
to be used, and meanings of the sequential movements emerge as an outcome of 
cultural settlement (Konrot, 2007).

Although spoken and sign languages are different from each other with regard 
to the communication ways, they are similar to each other in some characteristics 
such as the occurance, acquisition, interaction and grammar of the language. It 
has been estimated that there are more than 100 sign languages in the world. 
American Sign Language and French Sign language among these languages are 
historically related. Besides, languages such as Nicaraguan and Al Sayyid Bed-
ouin Sign Language have emerged recently. Turkish Sign Language (TID) used 
by the deaf in Turkey is one of the oldest sign languages which are based on the 
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