Chapter 17

AN INTROSPECTION IN NATION-STATE BRANDING:
A SEARCH FOR LEGITIMACY BETWEEN THEORY
AND PRACTICE ON EQUALITY EXPERIENCES IN
SOCIAL MODERNIZATION

Ugur UNAL?

INTRODUCTION

Even though societies have always been far from equality, they have made in-
numerable attempts to lessen or eliminate inequality through certain equality ex-
periences throughout the history of humankind. Therefore, it is necessary to state
that today’s social movements and groups aim to be organized as multi-optional
mechanisms searching for fundamental ways to diminish or eliminate inequal-
ities of power, wealth and prestige which are inherent in traditional societies.
Social stratification theory, in this context, investigates the tension between the
sociological inequality phenomenon and the political demand for equality in con-
temporary societies. Somehow, inequality has been generally accepted as a social
phenomenon. However, as it can be seen here, it is the most fundamental guiding
function of sociology to bring the operations that regenerate social relationship
structures to light, no matter how natural they seem.

In contemporary soi-disant democratic societies, the ontological equality
which acts upon the principle that all humans are created equal is the basic ide-
al that the political structuring aims for. Achieving equality of opportunity and
other equalities such as equality in conditions and consequences is one of the
main reasons for social and political conflict. Therefore, it seems impossible to
make any determinations about the social differentiations related to social strat-
ification such as class, gender, race, tribe and age, without understanding the
various meanings that the concept of equality bears. It is possible to identify the
main underlying reason for the problems of equality and inequality to arouse such
great interest as a special research subject as the underlying contradiction of all
democratic societies.
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FOOTNOTES

i. Globalization, in fact, is linked to the dynamics of re-decentralization. This
new connection is the formation of new and complex relations between the
local space and the global space. Globalization, in a sense, actually means
placing multiple localities into the new global order. But this does not mean
idealizing the local. The local should be considered as a relational and relative
concept.

ii. Societies are like humans. They*‘il be forgetful. Societies are extremely forget-
ful about bad things, just like in human psychology. This is due in part to the
memory structure of the people who make it up, and it is a force that encou-
rages and even forces societies to be forgetful. In particular, see the memory
of the societies and the following: Toktamis Ates, Memory of Societies and
Media.

iii. Nowadays, the issue of acceptance of cultural differences and social tolerance
as dynamic (internal functional factors) elements is being tried to be impli-
cated in Third World countries. Nevertheless, the basic view that makes its
weight felt in US thought is the common language and the shared constitu-
tional values constitute the resources on which social consensus is based. In
the absence of these values, it is not possible for cultural differences to benefit
from social tolerance.
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