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Chapter 10

IMPORTANCE OF WEB BASED EDUCATION IN 
THE ADAPTATION PROCESS OF PROFESSIONAL 
JOURNALISTS TO DIGITAL NEWS PRODUCTION 

CONDITIONS

İlknur AYDOĞDU KARAASLAN1

INTRODUCTION

Today’s social dynamics are developing on digital technologies. The journal-
ism sector and its employees are also affected by this process. The profession of 
journalism requires not only the theoretical knowledge but also the ability to use 
the technology and the tools of collecting, producing and distributing the news 
very well. For this reason, it is important for journalism to gain knowledge and 
journalism experience in virtual environments in order to adapt to new technol-
ogies. As the competition conditions of the sector has changed the practices of 
reporting, it is inevitable for journalists to use new news technologies as a ne-
cessity. Therefore, the continuous change in technology has made the training 
process necessary for journalists to gain new knowledge and skills.

Many problems are intertwined in the training of journalists in the digitalized 
sector. First of all, in the face of the speed of technology change, the knowledge 
and experience that will enable the change of journalistic practices remain be-
hind. This problem is diversified at the level of interest in the knowledge, skills 
and technologies that journalists have. The diversity of working roles in the sec-
tor is another factor that makes a difference. The fact is that many journalists 
are involved in the sector from outside the field of formal Journalism education 
shows that even basic journalistic information is insufficient. However, these 
journalists are very experienced and know the sector very well. Their ability to 
evaluate these experiences in the direction of producing and distributing modern 
journalism is based on their learning of online journalism. Therefore, web based 
education provides a new opportunity for these journalists.
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Lifelong learning has become important in the adaptation of journalists to 
technology and global world. As it is indispensable for professional journalists 
working in the sector to update their knowledge and to use new technology as 
well as new graduates. Therefore, they need lifelong learning to increase their 
professional experiences. They also need lifelong learning to adapt to the changes 
in life, to increase their qualifications, and to keep their professional work lives 
continue. Nowadays, journalists are expected to solve problems faced by people 
in society and to develop themselves in the fields of science and technology. For 
this reason, it is possible with lifelong learning to acquire the technological quali-
fications for journalists or new graduates who will work in the sector. Professional 
education of journalists provides important opportunities for them to explore the 
world. Otherwise, they will be insufficient in terms of technology and knowledge 
that are effective in digitalizing the news. Web based education, which will come 
into play at this point, has qualifications to support the undergraduate journalist 
students and professional journalists at any time. Consequently, this education 
should be arranged for journalists.
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