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Chapter 3

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, DECENTRALIZATION AND 
SOCIAL POLICIES

Aziz BELLİ1

1. INTRODUCTION
In the literature of the Modern World, the conceptually new social policy is not 

very familiar to people today. But wherever there is human and established order 
(could be state, community or commune), there have been policies and practices 
to be considered within the social policy with its modern definition. When exam-
ined in depth, in simple terms, while the basic task of authority should be built on 
the basis of moving people’s vital needs to a better point, but it must be clearly 
stated that the formulation of the concept of the modern state has been with a bal-
ance of powers and conflict. Thus, social policy and the social state, in a particu-
lar concept, have been a subject that concerns only the industrial society and the 
inter-industrial society. Because, on the basis of this, the power-holders, who re-
alized that the slave-master order would not work, succeeded in transforming the 
worker-employer, the employee-capitalist, the managed-ruler, or even the self-
antithesis as communism. Perhaps a different expression, it is possible to mention 
the driving factors in the settlement of social policy – social state insights but it 
should be noted that the emergence of communism has been the main attractive 
factor in the acquiescence of social policy-social state concepts, accelerating the 
transformation of the capitalist system. 

Nowadays, the increase in the efforts of the services and administrations to be 
carried out by the closest unit has increased the importance of local administra-
tions in many ways. In fact, the closeness to the people in the service, expressed 
as subsidiarity, has become a sine qua non of democracy. In this context, it is one 
of the most important issues in terms of the implementation of social policies in 
the local area and the main duties of the local social policies.

In our study, we will examine how the concept of social policy has evolved 
and try to present the level of the relationship between local governments and 
social policies.
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the disadvantages of disadvantaged social groups, it will be effective in many 
points, especially in economic, in solving the problems (Seyyar, 2002: 544-546). 
The role and importance of civil society in terms of the development of civil so-
ciety and social aids cannot be discussed. It is faster and easier for local govern-
ments to cooperate with civil society than central government. Faster and more 
effective social services and aids will help to reduce poverty, which is one of the 
basic problem of humanity. In this context, social assistance, which is a problem 
to be solved at the local level, is no problem in the political context of the centre. 
However, these actions and procedures must be local.
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