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TO CORONAVIRUS DISEASE-19: 
IMPORTANCE OF CUTANEOUS 
SIGNS
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BACKGROUND

The novel 2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) caused by Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is a current global issue 
and declared as a pandemic. As the experience and duration of the pandemic in-
crease, reported cutaneous manifestations accordingly increase in all age groups 
including the children. The cutaneous manifestations of COVID-19 are various 
including maculopapular, chilblain-like, urticarial, vesicular, livedoid, and pete-
chial lesions (1). Although COVID-19 presented with mild symptoms in children 
and young adults, recently a new and serious entity described as Multisystem in-
flammatory syndrome (MIS-C), which demonstrates some clinical symptoms of 
Kawasaki Disease. Periorbital edema, conjunctivitis, erythematous and urticarial 
rash, and palmar and plantar edema are the most defined mucocutaneous signs in 
MIS-C cases (2). The dermatologists must be aware of the condition and suspect 
COVID-19 especially in pediatric cases with these signs.
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TAKE HOME MESSAGES

• COVID-19 is still pandemic and every day we can learn new clinical faces of 
the disease

• Not only adults, pediatric and adolescent age may also encounter severe forms 
of COVID-19

• Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) is a newly descri-
bed disease that occurs in COVID-19 infection, where various organ systems 
can be involved such as the heart, pulmonary system, renal system, brain, 
skin, eyes, or gastrointestinal organs.

• Cutaneous signs of COVID-19 may be the initial symptom of the disease, so 
dermatologists should be aware of cutaneous signs of COVID-19.
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