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INTRODUCTION

The relationship between the Ottoman Empire and the Jews 
started in the 16th century. In the 15th century, Jews in Europe 
were expelled from England, France and the Iberian peninsula 
due to “anti-Semitism”. In addition to the local Jews living on the 
territory of the Ottoman Empire, those expelled from Europe 
settled in these lands in a free environment. They established a 
solid relationship with the Turks based on trust. Especially apart 
from those coming from most parts of the world, Sephardim Jews 
formed the innovative society of the state with their intellectual 
character. The Jews, who used to have banking and trade, lost the-
ir powerful positions to Greeks and Armenians over time. They 
declined in the 19th century. Education focused on traditional 
religious education started to change in terms of primary edu-
cation. In particular, the reformist Jewish organization Alliance 
Israelite Universelle and the schools established by missionaries 
from abroad began to provide western-style education in the 19th 
century. The Ottoman Empire collapsed at the end of the Balkan 
Wars and the First World War. The Republic of Turkey was estab-
lished in its place. In this process, the primary education policy 
of the Jews in these lands, the transformation of the education 
system, the schools they opened and their cultural identities were 
revealed. The events affecting knowledge production and change 
were revealed with the perspective of basic education.

I would like to express my endless thanks to my wife, Emine 
KALAFAT, who never spared her support in the preparation of 
this work, to Sait Gökhan KÖKEN, Seher GÖKTAŞ and Yasemin 
MUTLU GÜLER, who made linguistic translations, and to Gül-
şen YÜCEL, who made all the arrangements for the creation of 
the book.
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