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CHAPTER 9

ASSESSING CHANGE IN STUDENTS’ THOUGHTS ON 
HOUSING 

Alper BODUR1

INTRODUCTION

It can be said that concerns about the outside world cause changes, contradic-
tions, and goals in human life. These concerns have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the development of human beings and continue to do so. Also, as a result 
of these concerns, he has been able to change the human environment and way 
of life. The human has begun to alter his background and creates a new ambient, 
according to himself, from the dwelling he lives.

One of the basic needs of a human being is the need for shelter (Güğercin & 
Baytorun, 2016). At first, people who met this need with natural harbors, such 
as caves, later built some houses with their own hands (Yavuz & Çemrek, 2013). 
Housing production is one of the oldest production areas in human history (Sey, 
1999). The residence, which came across with the transition to settled life in the 
form of primitive shelters, was built in different ways by loading different mean-
ings with the collective life. Besides, the right of people to have or live a residence 
is accepted as one of the fundamental human rights (Güleç Solak & Oktay, 2017).

Housing plays a social role in addition to the shelter function and is accepted 
as a means of identity and status in social life. Among the other commodities in 
the market, it becomes the most prominent tool that can expose an individual’s 
identity, exhibit his social status, and is an indicator of his social and economic 
power (Akyol Altun, 2008). In this context, housing has always been at the center 
of both daily life and country policies (Güleç Solak & Oktay, 2017). From this 
point of view, the presentation of quality housing, designed correctly, calculat-
ed, and implemented correctly for the satisfaction of the users becomes essential 
(Demirarslan, 2005). The organization of the spaces that make up the residence 
reflects the lifestyle and preferences of the user. In this context, the factors that de-
1 PhD, Ondokuz Mayıs University, Faculty of Architecture,, boduralper@yandex.com



Current Studies in Social Sciences II

- 145 -

belief, students did not mention economic features in the perfect home in the first 
place. Erman (2010) states that the ideals of the upper-income group are villas in 
remote sites outside the city (Erman, 2010). However, proximity to the center is 
more important in this study.

Also,  they did not make a fair judgment about whether the house is low-rise 
and gardened. Considering the importance of disasters for Turkey, it is expected 
that the idea of disaster resilient housing should be criteria for the concept of the 
ideal accommodation. However, it is seen that students view the subject in terms 
of an earthquake and structural durability.

In summary, students attach importance to many features related to ideal hous-
ing, and these features are similar to previous studies. Nevertheless, they didn’t 
mention the house as an investment tool (Yavuz & Çemrek, 2013), and architec-
tural value (Sönmez & Özat, 2012), a reflection of the owner’s attitude (Bedirhan, 
2016) and a contribution to urban image (Çalışkan & Sarış, 2008). Besides, no 
assessment has been made regarding the shape or size of the ideal residence.

Students did not consider the perfect home to be a superior-quality residence 
that is intended to be designed. First, they saw it as a complete version of parts 
that were deemed to be lacking in terms of current conditions. Also, It is par-
tially considered as a type of dwelling that includes the particular features of the 
existing home. As a result, the idea of ideal housing is mostly related to student’s 
perceptions regarding the present conditions. It can be concluded that the current 
housing conditions affect the perfect housing idea.
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