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The Importance and Usage of Energy Throughout the

Human History

Along with the Industrial Revolution, the need of energy has exponentially
increased. At the present time, total energy usage per capita became one the most
popular indicator of the civilization. At the end of the 19th century, hydrocarbon
energy resources started to gain importance. The biggest percentage is in the oil
with 33.1%, but for the last 50 years’ natural gas has come to the fore with 24.20%.
So, expectations show that this trend will go on in the near future.

In Table 1, global fuel shares of primary energy resources and their shares as
percentage to total energy in 2019 are presented. As it is observed from the Table,
the oil and the gas are the main energy sources with the total share of 57.30% (BP
Statistical Review of World Energy, 2020).

Table 1 :Global fuel shares of primary energy and contributions to growth in 2019
Energy source | Consumption | Annual change Share of Percentage
(exajoules) (exajoules) | primary energy | point change in
share from 2018
il 193.00 -1.60 33.10 % -0.20%
Gas 141.50 2.80 24.20 % 0.20 %
Coal 157.90 -0.90 27.00 % -0.50 %
Renewables 29.00 3.20 5.00 % 0.50 %
Hydro 37.60 0.30 6.40 % 0.00 %
Nuclear 24.90 0.80 4.30 % 0.10 %
Total 583.90 7.70 100.00 % 0.13 %
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- The discoveries of new natural gas fields since the 2000s additionally have
complicated relations among states in the Eastern Mediterranean.

- As Brenda Shaffer rightfully asserts, “gas discoveries have done little to pro-
mote peace in the region” On the contrary, these findings have increased the
likelihood of conflict in the region, as disputes over the delineation of mari-
time borders arose in the Eastern Mediterranean. Especially after the Greek
Cypriots issued the so-called EEZ on their own and awarded drilling rights
to international companies without the consent of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus, this situation naturally increased tensions in the Mediter-
ranean.

- Geo-political and geo-economic rivalry among the external great powers is
bringing negative spillover effects to coastal states.

- The construction of new pipelines like the proposed EastMed project that aim
to exclude Turkey will not contribute to peace in the region. Russia is more
likely to stand against it together with Turkey so as not to lose its European gas
export hegemony.

- It would more beneficial to concentrate on conflict prevention in the Med-
iterranean basin rather than promoting so-called ‘peace pipelines’ like the
EastMed project that exclude both Turkey and the TRNC. Otherwise, the
current gunboat diplomacy will simply raise tensions among actors in Med-
iterranean geo-politics which will likely lead to a lose-lose scenario (Giiney,
2019).
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